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I love to speak to the Saints, when

I am blessed with ability to speak in

a manner to please myself. I have

proved that when I can become fully

satisfied with my own actions, and am

well pleased with myself, then I please

and satisfy my neighbors. People ought

always to be pleased with themselves

when they do the best they can.

It is fully proved in all the revelations

that God has ever given to mankind

that they naturally love and admire righ-

teousness, justice, and truth more than

they do evil. It is, however, universally

received by professors of religion as a

Scriptural doctrine that man is naturally

opposed to God. This is not so. Paul

says, in his Epistle to the Corinthians,

"But the natural man receiveth not the

things of God," but I say it is the unnat-

ural "man that receiveth not the things

of God." Paul, in another place, says, "if

our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that

are lost: In whom the god of this world

hath blinded the minds of them which

believe not, lest the light of the glorious

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,

should shine unto them." That which

was, is, and will continue to endure is

more natural than that which will pass

away and be no more. The natural man

is of God. We are the natural sons and

daughters of our natural parents, and

spiritually we are the natural children

of the Father of light and natural heirs

to his kingdom; and when we do an evil,

we do it in opposition to the promptings

of the Spirit of Truth that is within us.

Man, the noblest work of God, was in

his creation designed for an endless du-

ration, for which the love of all good was

incorporated in his nature. It was never

designed that he should naturally do and

love evil.

When our first parents fell from their

paradisiacal state, they were brought in

contact with influences and powers of

evil that are unnatural and stand in op-

position to an endless life. So far as

mankind yield to these influences, they

are so far removed from a natural to

an unnatural state—from life to death.

Adam and Eve did not sin because it was

in their nature to love sin, but, as Paul

says in his Epistle to Timothy, "Adam

was not deceived, but the woman be-

ing deceived was in the transgression.

Notwithstanding she shall be saved in

childbearing, if they continue in faith

and charity and holiness with sobriety."

The enemy of all righteousness deceived

the woman, and Adam went with her

that man might be, and that she might

be saved in childbearing.

I hold that it is easier to do right

than wrong, and that it gives more

real satisfaction, more sterling happi-

ness, and more self-respect to any per-

son to do a good deed than to do


