
purpose, he will follow the bent of his own 
inclination, should he lose his life in so 
 doing. This is human.

I will take the liberty of differing with 
many of my brethren with regard to how 
we should conduct ourselves towards our 
wives. I am a great lover of good women. 
I understand their nature, the design of 
their being, and their worth. I have been 
acquainted with hundreds of men, before 
I came into this Church, who before that, 
if they did not dictate every five dollars or 
fifty cents that they had in their pockets, 
their wives were ruling over them. On this 
point I shall differ with all who differ with 
me. If I have five dollars and I can spare it, 
and my wife wants it, I tell her she is wel-
come to it. What do you want to get with 
it, wife? “Oh, something that pleases me.” 
I do not believe in making my authority 
as a husband or a father known by brute 
force; but by a superior intelligence—by 
showing them that I am capable of teach-
ing them. If I have a wife that wants to be 
humored with five dollars, yes, take it; I 
would humor her. If I commit wrong to-
wards my family, it is because I let them 
use what they should not, or that which I 
might bestow upon the poor. I may humor 
them too much. I will humor a child with 
everything I consistently can. Does not 
God, in his providences, bear and forbear 
with us in our weaknesses and sins? How 
many times shall I forgive a brother, and 
bear with weaknesses in him that are com-
mon to all men? So long as he does not in-
tend to commit willful sin.

When our little children handle things 
that are in their way, the knives, forks, pins, 
needles, anything, and scatter, waste, and 
lose them, and these little faults are com-
mitted every few minutes throughout the 
day, shall we forgive the children or whip 
them? We will always forgive them until

they are taught better, and learn to know 
good from evil, right from wrong. Our 
Father in heaven deals with us his children 
upon this principle. Do I believe in humor-
ing too far? No. My Priesthood and calling 
as a minister of salvation must be honored; 
and if the Lord has placed me to be the 
head of a family, let me be so in all humil-
ity and patience, not as a tyrannical ruler, 
but as a faithful companion, an indulgent 
and affectionate father, a thoughtful and 
unassuming superior; let me be honored in 
my station through faithful diligence, and 
be fully capable, by the aid of God’s Spirit, 
of filling my office in a way to effect the 
salvation of all who are committed to my 
charge.

When I was first married I was told that 
my wife would rule over me, because I was 
too indulgent; I do not think that she did. 
Wife, when you spin you may set the wheel 
where you please; and when I come in to 
sleep if you have moved the bed from the 
northeast corner of the room to the south-
east corner it is all right, if you are pleased. 
This course is much more manly than to 
quarrel with her because she has moved the 
bed without your permission, or has put 
the shovel and the tongs on the left instead 
of on the right hand side of the fireplace, 
at the same time giving her to understand 
that you are the master of the house. But 
wife, I have made you a good water bench, 
and a sink, and under the sink have made 
a place for the swill pail, and I would like 
to have you to keep the pails in their re-
spective places. If you will put the swill pail 
where the water pail should be, I must go 
somewhere else to drink water, and not 
run the risk of drinking out of the swill pail 
in the night. I can show you wife, where to 
put everything in your house. If she wants 
so many tucks in her dress, yes, put in as
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