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laws of the Gospel to obtain the Spirit

of truth from the great Fountain of

truth, when he hears a truth, whether

moral, religious, scientific, or mechani-

cal, whether it pertains to God, to man,

to the heavens, or to the earth, that truth

is congenial to his feelings, and it seems

to him that he had known it all his life.

Notwithstanding the dreadful effects of

the fall of man, almost all men delight

in truth and righteousness. If men are

not righteous themselves, as a general

thing they honor and revere a righteous

person more than they do the wicked

and froward. A few in these latter days

have ventured to stem the current of in-

iquity; defying the finger of scorn, they

have raised their hands to Heaven say-

ing, "we are for God." They repeat a glo-

rious text, "The kingdom of God or noth-

ing." It is with them, "Heaven or noth-

ing." The Lord must reign and rule.

We did not produce ourselves. We

did not make the earth, nor stretch out

the starry heavens. We have not sought

out the wisdom of him who formed the

foundations of the great deep, nor ex-

plored the vastness of his skill in the

formation of the finny tribes. "Who re-

moveth the mountains, and they knew

not; who overturneth them in his anger.

Who shaketh the earth out of her place,

and the pillars thereof tremble. Who

commandeth the sun, and it riseth not;

and sealeth up the stars. Who alone

spreadeth out the heavens, and treadeth

upon the waves of the sea. Who maketh

Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades and the

chambers of the south. Who doeth great

things past finding out; yea, and won-

ders without number."

Philosophy has tried to search out

God, but it stands aghast amid the

great and wondrous works of the

great Supreme. It acknowledges a

great Designer and Framer of the

universe, but how to approach him, it

findeth not. This great Being is the God

of the Latter-day Saints; to whom we ac-

cede the right of reigning over the work-

manship of his own hands. It is his right

to control the gold and the silver, the

wheat and the fine flour, yea, all the ele-

ments that have been enumerated by the

searching eye of philosophy and science,

and those that are past finding out by

mortals in their present state. Has an

unholy principle, a wicked influence that

leads to death, the right to control the

ability and power to do good which God

has placed in man? No. God alone has

the right to control the intelligence that

is in the human family, for he is the giver

of it.

Religious people talk a great deal

about doing wondrous great things for

the Lord—about doing this, that, and

the other for the glory of God. Every

good that man performs is, firstly, for

his own benefit and eternal welfare, if

he continues in well doing, and secondly,

for the common good of others, so far as

his example and the influence of good

done effects others. We may, for compari-

son's sake, imagine a great king who has

many kingdoms to dispose of and many

sons to give them to, but one of his sons

will not have his kingly father to rule

over him, neither will he accept of any of

his favors. Now, if anybody suffers loss

in this case, it is the proud, rebellious

son; the father can give the kingdom,

that he otherwise would have given to

his wayward son, to a more worthy sub-

ject. He is all powerful, and bestows abil-

ity to whom he will to become powerful

like himself. "If I were hungry, I would

not tell thee: for the world is mine, and

the fulness thereof. Will I eat the flesh

of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? Of-

fer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy

vows unto the most High."


