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not a single person was lost by the way.

If any of our company was taken sick,

there were a hundred prayers ascending

to God for the recovery of that sick per-

son. How is it with gold hunters? Do

they pray for their sick, and administer

to them by the laying on of hands? No,

they do not believe in any such thing,

but the sick suffer and die. When any

among us were taken sick we laid hands

upon them and they were healed. I was

told, on one occasion, by one of the camp,

that Br. Taft had the mountain fever and

could not live till morning; we dipped

him seven times in the river, and the

next day he was comparatively well.

Oh! What a great sorrow it is to

be a Saint. How mournful the thought,

when we contemplate the contrast be-

tween the Saint and the sinner? We

have ease for pain, comfortable health

for sickness, joy for mourning and light

for darkness. "This is all very good,"

says one, "but your religion is so un-

popular in the world." There is not an-

other religion so popular as this in the

courts of heaven. Without the garb of

a Saint you cannot be admitted to the

presence of the Father, and to Jesus, the

Mediator between God and man. No re-

ligion is popular there but the religion

of the Bible. Episcopalianism, Method-

ism, Quakerism, Catholicism, Presbyte-

rianism, and all their collateral branches

are unpopular in the celestial kingdom of

God, while the religion of Adam, Enoch,

Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the patri-

archs and prophets, Jesus and his Apos-

tles, is the only acknowledged and pop-

ular system of religion with the sanc-

tified ones in the presence of the Fa-

ther and the Son. "But," says a Pres-

byterian, "Abraham was a polygamist."

He was. "And you say that his reli-

gion is popular in heaven." It is the only

religion acknowledged there. I have not

time now to dwell upon all the points

of Abraham's faith, but he did believe

in a plurality of wives, and was a prac-

tical polygamist. And Paul says, "And

if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abra-

ham's seed, and heirs according to the

promise." Did Abraham believe in Pres-

byterianism? Not much. Did he believe

in Quakerism? Not much. Each of the

different sects of religion has some truth,

and so far as they have the truth so far

did Abraham believe. But is the religion

of any one of the sects, as a whole, the

religion of heaven? It is not. We all

desire to join the popular party. Light,

truth, and intelligence are the side that

is popular with the heavens, and the

side that will rule, govern, and control

the nations. If we join that society we

then all become popular with the popu-

lar party. Some people will render them-

selves ridiculously conspicuous on pur-

pose to become popular. Their desire

for popularity or notoriety is so great

that they will not hesitate to do a mean

act to gain it. The great majority want

to be on the strongest, wealthiest, and

most popular side, and to be connected

with that family which is possessed of

immense wealth, influence, and power.

Many of my brethren of the Elders of

Israel rise up here to speak to the peo-

ple, and they cannot give utterance to

their ideas. What is the matter? They

are fearful of making a slight mistake in

their language, which they think would

make them unpopular. I wish they were

as I am in this respect, and did not care

what people may think or say, but pour

out what the Holy Ghost shall give them

to say, regardless of consequences. We

all want to be on the side that will pro-

duce the most safety, the most joy, and

the most sterling happiness. I can say,

without fear of successful contradiction


