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that the man or woman who believes that
the religion of Jesus leads into a thorny
path, does not understand nor enjoy the
true religion of heaven.

We can say to all the world that the per-
secution which the Latter-day Saints have
received, and the misery they may have suf-
fered in consequence thereof, will not begin
to compare with the misery and real suffer-
ing they are now receiving in the United
States in consequence of war. In Missouri
our bleeding feet stained the prairies, but
now they are shedding each other’s blood
to curdle and bake in the sun, or to be
licked up by dogs and wild animals, while
their flesh is given to vultures and wolves.
We were invited to sign away our proper-
ty to pay the expenses of our persecutors,
and we were permitted, as a body, to take
away as much of our moveable property
as we could; but now the Secessionists are
robbed and pillaged without mercy, their
houses are burned over their heads, their
barns are destroyed, their food and cloth-
ing are taken, and the women and children
are left without anything to eat, drink, or
wear, while their husbands, fathers, and
brothers are either killed or taken prison-
ers. In the same manner the Secession party
fall upon the Federals or Union men, and
whip them, rob them, and hang them up
at their own doors and in the presence of
their families. Then comes a third party
who are called May-walkers or Jayhawkers,
but more properly they are buccaneers or
land pirates, and they rob everybody that
is left after the Union and Secession parties
have done their worst. Have we ever
suffered like that? I think not. When
they come across a small settlement of
Secessionists they plunder and destroy it,
and when they come across a hamlet of
Unionists they serve it in the same man-
ner. Did the Latter-day Saints ever see such
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times? They never did. They never suffered
anything in comparison to what the people
in many of the States are now suffering.

It is right the brethren and sisters should
have grace to sustain them in doing right,
and it is right they should pray for it, but
I would rather they possessed good sound
common sense to begin with, and know
what to do with the grace of God when
they received it.

I never try any other way to please
people only by pleasing myself and my
God. If I can please God I can please my-
self; then I care very little whether anybody
else is pleased or not, because if they are
pleased with God and godliness they will
be pleased with me. When Elders preach or
lecture among the Saints or to the world, if
they do so to satisfy themselves they have
done well. When you have pleased your-
selves it is very probable that you have
pleased human beings like yourselves.

When journeying the Saints organize
as perfectly as they can for safe and com-
fortable traveling. We appoint one man to
this duty, another to that, and every man
attends to his duty. If a wagon is broken
the captain at once arranges to have it put
into traveling order. If there is a sick per-
son in the camp, he either goes himself or
details somebody to administer to the sick
by anointing with oil, laying on of hands,
and prayer. Perhaps a sister is fainting by
the way; she is worn out; the journey is too
much for her. The captain procures for
her such nourishment as can be found in
camp, to give her strength and ability to
endure the further fatigues of the journey;
doing everything he can to restore the sick
to sound health, and giving them all pos-
sible comfort and aid. Is there the same
care and fellow feeling manifested in the
trains of emigrants who are passing over
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