CONTRAST BETWEEN THE RELIGION OF JESUS CHRIST, ETC.

the country in search of gold? Each per-
son is seeking to better his condition, and
they have no interest that extends fur-
ther than self. It is with them as with
the man that prayed, "O Lord, bless me,
my wife, my son John and his wife, we
four, no more. Amen." They are for them-
selves, and not for the kingdom of God.
They know that the world is going to
destruction. They see the whole world
in confusion—one party seeking to de-
stroy another in the vain hope of build-
ing themselves up. The present Gov-
ernment of the United States is self-
destroying, as they are now proving.

If there is one class of persons on
earth who need comfort more than an-
other, it is both the poor and rich who
will not serve God. Those who serve him
are comforted all the day long; they walk
in the light of his salvation, dwell un-
der the smiles of his countenance, and
the works of their hands are abundantly
prospered. Still some apostatize from all
this light—from this great salvation—to
get gold. The reason of this is not be-
cause they have to suffer so much for
their religion, but because they have not
enough good common sense. What is the
grace of God? Who can define it? You
say it is the favor of God. If you had
good common sense, you never would be
out of his favor. He is the Father of our
spirits—the Great Ruler of the Universe.
If we had enough common sense to un-
derstand things as they are, we certainly
would choose to serve him, and be on the
strongest side.

Do we intend to make our final abode
in hell, or in heaven? If we mean to be in
heaven we must become faithful Latter-
day Saints; if in hell, we may be anything
we please, no matter what. I profess to
be a Latter-day Saint. I believe that the
Old and New Testaments were given by
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the inspiration of God, and since much
adulterated by uninspired translators,
which makes it necessary for one to have
the Spirit of revelation from God to read
and understand them. I believe the doc-
trine that the Lord taught to Adam in
the garden, and that Adam taught to
his children, that Enoch taught to his
city three hundred and sixty-five years,
preparing a people to go into the pres-
ence of God the Father. I believe the
doctrine taught by Noah, who was in-
structed of God to build an ark to save
himself and family from destruction in
the great flood. I believe the doctrine
Abraham taught, that Isaac, Jacob, and
the Patriarchs taught. I believe all the
doctrine Moses taught to be the word of
the Lord. I believe in the law of car-
nal commandments as he did; it was for
them, and not for us. It was a yoke
placed upon their necks because of their
disobedience to the higher law of the
Gospel. Jesus Christ removed that yoke,
and told them to follow the law of the
Gospel. Some Christians throw away
all the Old Testament except some por-
tions of the Prophets; but Moses had
the Gospel; Jethro had the Gospel, and
the house of Jacob were urged to receive
it, but they would not; so the Lord told
Moses to give them a law of carnal com-
mandments that would be grievous for
them to bear.

The people generally would not have
the revelations which the Lord deliv-
ered to Joseph Smith, unless he would
give them a law of carnal command-
ments like that which he gave to the
children of Israel, and how long was it
before they were in conversation with
the spirit world, being led to destruc-
tion by strong delusion which God sent
them, because they would not receive the
truth? "And when they say unto you,
Seek unto them that have familiar spir-
its, and unto wizards that peep, and that



