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mutter: should not a people seek unto

their God?" They would not receive reve-

lations from God, but, as they were told,

God suffered them to have revelations

that they would believe, that they might

believe lies and be damned. Moses tried

to give the children of Israel the law of

the Gospel, but they would not receive it.

The Gospel was revealed in those days,

as much so as in the days of Christ and

his Apostles. They had the Melchizedek

Priesthood, and were entitled to all the

promises and blessings then as in the

days of the Apostles.

When Jesus came to preach the will

of his Father, he came to his own, but

they would not receive him. He said to

them, "I speak that which I have seen

with my Father: and ye do that which

ye have seen with your father. They an-

swered and said unto him, Abraham is

our father. Jesus saith unto them, If

ye were Abraham's children, ye would

do the works of Abraham. But now ye

seek to kill me, a man that hath told

you the truth, which I have heard of

God: this did not Abraham." The Jews

wanted to make laws to guide God and

his children. They believed many of

the doctrines that Abraham believed and

taught. They practiced polygamy, as did

Abraham, the Patriarchs, Moses, David,

and the Prophets down to the days of the

Apostles.

Monogamy, or restrictions by law to

one wife, is no part of the economy

of Heaven among men. Such a sys-

tem was commenced by the founders of

the Roman empire. That empire was

founded on the banks of the Tiber by

wandering brigands. When these rob-

bers founded the city of Rome, it was evi-

dent to them that their success in attain-

ing a balance of power with their neigh-

bors, depended upon introducing females

into their body politic, so they stole

them from the Sabines, who were near

neighbors. The scarcity of women gave

existence to laws restricting one wife to

one man. Rome became the mistress of

the world, and introduced this order of

monogamy wherever her sway was ac-

knowledged. Thus this monogamic or-

der of marriage, so esteemed by modern

Christians as a holy sacrament and di-

vine institution, is nothing but a system

established by a set of robbers.

The Congress of the United States

have lately passed a law to punish

polygamy in the Territories of the United

States and in other places over which

they have exclusive jurisdiction. In do-

ing this, they have undertaken to dic-

tate the Almighty in his revelations to

his people, and those who handle edged

tools, unless they are skillful, are apt to

cut their fingers; and those who hand out

insult to the Great I Am, in the end, are

apt to get more than they have spoken

for.

Why do we believe in and practice

polygamy? Because the Lord introduced

it to his servants in a revelation given

to Joseph Smith, and the Lord's ser-

vants have always practiced it. "And

is that religion popular in heaven?" It

is the only popular religion there, for

this is the religion of Abraham, and,

unless we do the works of Abraham,

we are not Abraham's seed and heirs

according to promise. We believe in

Jesus Christ the Mediator of the new

covenant, who has introduced the Gospel

for the benefit of the human family, to

happify, exalt, and glorify them in the

presence of the Father, not to make

them miserable, not to torture them, nor

cause them to walk in the gloomy path

of grief all their days. We rejoice in

this Gospel, it is all glory, hallelujah,

peace, and comfort. We believe in fol-

lowing the admonitions and instructions

of the ancient Prophets and Apostles,


