
The Church of Jesus Christ has had a 
vast amount of teaching, especially of late. 
We have had a great deal of good counsel 
and instruction in this Conference; the 
truth has been simplified, doctrine eluci-
dated and made plain to our understand-
ings through the revelations of Jesus Christ, 
and I really feel that we have great cause to 
rejoice. There is one truth that becomes 
still more evident to my mind, and I think 
to the minds of this people generally, and 
that is the importance and necessity of our 
being governed and controlled day by day 
by the revelations of God. Now, we may 
take the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and 
Doctrine and Covenants, and we may read 
them through, and every other revelation 
that has been given to us, and they would 
scarcely be sufficient to guide us twenty-
four hours. We have only an outline of 
our duties written; we are to be guided by 
the living oracles. The ten commandments 
are very good, and the great and glorious 
principles pertaining to the redemption of 
man, the revelations pertaining to events 
that are past and to the things of the myste-
rious and unborn future, and there are also 
many choice and precious things relating to 
the redemption of man, to the present and 
future greatness of the Saints; but where 
can we find one revelation that tells us that 
we should raise three hundred teams, or 
twelve hundred yoke of cattle, to bring up

the poor from the Missouri River. We 
have been informed by the revelations of 
the Lord Jesus Christ that there should be 
a Temple built in Jackson County; but 
has there been a revelation to tell us how 
long or how high it should be? No, we 
have got to be governed by the mind and 
will of God, and this must be apparent to 
this people; it shows itself more and more. 
President Young tells us that the living 
oracles should be our guide, that, in fact, 
we should have the living oracles within 
us always. Every man and woman has the 
privilege of being baptized, but it is not the 
privilege of every man to lead the Church. 
It is my privilege to have revelation to 
know truth from error, and I should also 
have power to cast out devils and to heal 
the sick, if I magnify my calling; and not 
only these gifts, but tongues, interpretation 
of tongues, and the spirit of prophecy, and 
of course that is revelation.

It is the privilege of every man and wom-
an in this kingdom to enjoy the spirit of 
prophecy, which is the Spirit of God; and 
to the faithful it reveals such things as are 
necessary for their comfort and consolation, 
and to guide them in their daily duties.

I can say that I rejoice before this people 
and before the Lord our God, in the great 
blessings which he has poured out upon us; 
I rejoice that he is carefully watching over 
his kingdom and people, and it is manifest

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES324

NECESSITY OF THE LIVING ORACLES AMONG THE SAINTS— 
EXHORTATION TO OBEDIENCE TO COUNSEL

REMARKS BY ELDER WILFORD WOODRUFF, MADE IN THE TABERNACLE,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  APRIL 8,  1862

Reported by J .  V.  Long

z

JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd   324JOD Vol 9-LIVE.indd   324 5/13/20   9:01 PM5/13/20   9:01 PM


