NECESSITY OF THE LIVING ORACLES, ETC.

unto us. There has never been a time
when a doctrine has been presented to us
by the servants of God that has appeared
new or mysterious, but what the Spirit
of God has been ready to bear testimony
to the truth of the same. When there
have been cases of contention to know
who was the biggest man, the Spirit of
God has always made known who was
in the wrong, and this is a great bless-
ing unto us, one of the greatest that ever
was given unto the children of men, to
be able to discern the right from the
wrong in all cases that may come un-
der our observation. We can perform
this work that is given unto us to do, for
we know how to take the first step, and
then we gradually advance as we are in-
spired from one degree to another; and
if we have that portion of the Spirit of
God which it is our privilege to enjoy, and
magnify our calling, we shall have that
testimony we ought to have within us
when any new doctrine is brought forth,
or old doctrine more fully explained. In
this way we shall profit by the preach-
ing of our brethren, and be able to trea-
sure up the principles of eternal life, and
we should be ready at all times to carry
out the principles that are revealed to
our Presidents and Bishops from time
to time, as they receive the word of the
Lord from the President of the whole
Church. For instance, a certain num-
ber of wagons and teams are called for,
and we should understand that when-
ever a Bishop wants anything for the
public good, that we should be on hand
to do what is wanted. President Young
requires nothing but what the Lord re-
quires of him and manifests unto him;
and I know that if we carry out those
principles that are brought forth by our
President and leader, we shall be blessed
in so doing.

This is the way I view our posi-
tion as a people upon the earth, in the
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dispensation of the fulness of times.
We are truly engaged in a great and
mighty work, one that is sustained by
the Almighty. It is like the mustard seed
which grows from a small particle to a
large tree. The commencement of this
Church was very small, but it is now
grown into a mighty kingdom. No matter
what our station and callings are when
those who are over us rise up and call
upon us to do anything, we should be
ever ready to respond when, for instance,
we are instructed to stop selling whiskey,
or drinking it, we ought to do it, and then
our minds will be enlightened by partak-
ing of the Spirit of God, and the spirit
and power of our high and holy callings
will rest upon us when we listen to that
instruction that is given, and carry it
out. This kingdom has got to rise up and
take its stand in majesty, in strength and
power among the nations, and all that
the Lord has promised will be realized.

Our President has frequently told us
that we cannot separate the temporal
from the spiritual, but they must go
hand in hand together, and so it is, and
so must we act in reference to building
up the Church and kingdom of God.

We should foresee the evil, and then
foreseeing it we should hide ourselves,
and preserve ourselves in purity and ho-
liness. Our President has tried from
the beginning to instruct us in these
things, and we should listen to the coun-
sel that is given unto us. You have all
heard President Young give instructions
to the Elders from time to time, and
point out the course that we should pur-
sue in order to sustain ourselves. We
should all strive to so manage our grain
as to turn it to the best account. We
have had counsel in regard to this mat-
ter, but how slow we are to carry it out.
I have sometimes marveled at the course



