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eaten his last supper with his disciples,

which we commemorate in the sacra-

ment on the Sabbath day, they spilled his

blood. On the third day he rose again

from the dead, showed himself to his

faithful followers, gave them further in-

structions, promised them another Com-

forter, and then went to preach to the

spirits in prison, opening the door of the

proclamation of the Gospel to the dead

as well as to the living, that men in the

spirit might be judged according to men

in the flesh.

The present American war, which

brother George A. Smith has dwelt upon

this afternoon, has disembodied thou-

sands of spirits, who are gone into the

spirit world to mingle with those spirits

who are unprepared to enter the pres-

ence of God. Now we who hold the same

Priesthood that Christ and his Apostles

held, who follow him in the regeneration,

will also become the saviors of men on

earth and in the spirit world; therefore,

the thousands slain in the present war

are not without hope. It is our calling

to preach life and salvation to them even

in another existence; and it is our duty

so to live that we honor our high call-

ing in this world to be prepared to la-

bor for the souls of men in the next. We

should forsake the world and its perni-

cious ways, and serve the Lord our God

with our might, soul, and strength.

The word of the Lord to all the world,

and to all Israel, is repent and turn

to the Lord your God with all your

hearts. The Lord does not require that

of us which we cannot do. We can

forsake every unrighteous principle and

cleave to principles of truth, wherein is

the power of God. No man can have

the power of God who dishonors the

truth. Jesus took Peter, James, and John

into a high mountain, and there gave

them their endowment, and placed upon

them authority to lead the Church of

God in all the world, to ordain men to the

Priesthood, to set in order the Church

and send forth the Elders of Israel to

preach to a perishing world. For the

same purpose has the Lord called us

up into these high mountains, that we

may become endowed with power from

on high in the Church and kingdom of

God, and become kings and priests unto

God, which we never can be lawfully un-

til we are ordained and sealed to that

power, for the kingdom of God is a king-

dom of kings and priests, and will rise in

mighty power in the last days.

Some people are taken captive by

the adversary, and are seduced to bring

themselves under obligations never to

raise the standard of King Emanuel

again. We have not enlisted in the cause

of truth for a limited time, but for time

and all eternity; we are not to be taken

prisoners, or ever lay down our arms to

submit in the least degree to the enemy

of all righteousness, and the Lord help-

ing us, we never will; the world, with all

their combinations of earthly power, and

earthly cunning and wisdom will never

bring us into subjection. That time is

past, if we keep the covenants and vows

we have made in the house of God. I

know that as well as I know that this

is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, that Joseph Smith was sent

of God to organize it, and that the men

who now lead it on earth are his autho-

rized ministers. If we follow them as

they follow Christ, God will give us the

victory. But we must act as one man; and

as the natural body is dictated by the

conclusions of one mind, so must we as

a Church and people act under the dicta-

tion of one head; yet, "the eye cannot say

to the hand, I have no need of thee: nor

again the head to the feet, I have no need

of you."

The righteous have no cause for


