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would wear out two or three pairs of

thin boots in the course of three months,

for which he would pay from eight to

ten dollars a pair, and then complain

he had not wages enough. There are

but few men that honestly earn their

wages. Brother Brigham and myself

used to work hard, side by side, for fifty

cents a day and board ourselves; we

had seventy-five cents a day when we

worked in the hayfield; we would work

from sunrise to sunset, and until nine

o'clock at night if there was sign of rain.

We would rake and bind after a cradler

for a bushel of wheat a day, and chop

wood, with snow to our waist for eigh-

teen cents a cord, and take our pay in

corn at seventy-five cents a bushel.

There is an impression in laborers

that they should not earn their employer

anything above their wages. What man

would keep an animal—say a cow—that

never made any increase? Such an ani-

mal you would fat and eat. These are a

few things which we suffer from one an-

other, and if such dishonesty is permit-

ted to increase, it will be the ruination of

those who practice it.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.
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The way of life and salvation is

mapped out so plainly in the Old and

New Testaments that any man may read

and understand, yet people do not un-

derstand. The most approved geogra-

phy and map fail to give a description

and delineation of any people or coun-

try so perfectly as to exclude all possi-

bility of more being known by person-

ally visiting and examining the country

or people described. A mere geograph-

ical description has a claim only upon

our belief, but to gain a perfect knowl-

edge of the country or people described

it is necessary to visit that country

and people; having obtained this know-

ledge, you in turn become a witness to

others of what you have seen, heard,

handled, or felt. So it is with the Gospel.

We may read the history of the life

of Christ, admire his moral and religious

teachings, be impressed with awe by the

description of the character and works

of the Father and God of the universe,

be made acquainted with the means he

has devised to prepare mankind to en-

ter his presence, but it is necessary

that we should follow Christ, put into

actual practice the lessons of Christ,

and obey the ordinances of Christ, to

know for ourselves the saving effects


