
330 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

they produce in mankind. A mere the-

ory amounts to but little, while practice

and obedience have to do with stern re-

alities. In this way the ancients obtained

a knowledge of the true God. "And we

know that the Son of God is come, and

hath given us an understanding, that we

may know him that is true, and we are

in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus

Christ. This is the true God, and eternal

life."

Although the character of God is

plainly described in the Scriptures, yet

mankind do not understand it, but have

imagined to themselves a God without

form or location. It is written in the

Scriptures, "God is a Spirit: and they

that worship him must worship him in

spirit and in truth." Again, "But the nat-

ural man (or as we now use the language,

the fallen or sinful man) receiveth not

the things of the Spirit of God: for they

are foolishness unto him: neither can

he know them, because they are spiri-

tually discerned. But he that is spiri-

tual judgeth all things, yet he himself is

judged of no man." In no other way can

the things of God be understood. Men

who are destitute of the influence of the

Holy Ghost, or the Spirit of God, can-

not understand the things of God; they

may read them, but to them they are

shrouded in darkness.

We try to tell the people how to be

saved; and if we have not the fulness of

the Gospel, it is not upon the face of the

earth. If we have not the Priesthood of

Heaven, it is not possessed by any peo-

ple upon earth. The Priesthood of the

Son of God to the children of men is a

perfect system of government—a heav-

enly institution among men—designed

to bring them back into the presence

of God to partake of the fulness of his

glory. The power of all truth dwells

in the bosom of our Father and God,

which he dispenses to his children as he

will, by the means of his eternal Priest-

hood. He is enthroned in the light, glory,

and power of truth. He has abided the

truth, and is thereby exalted, and his

power, light and glory are eternal. The

Gospel and the Priesthood are the means

he employs to save and exalt his obedient

children to the possession with him of

the same glory and power, to be crowned

with crowns of glory, immortality, and

eternal lives.

"We alone have the words of life," is

a great saying; who can hear it? "If

you Latter-day Saints are the only peo-

ple who have the words of life, why are

you so despised, hated? Why have you

been under the necessity of leaving your

homes and possessions?" For no other

reason than the following—"God min-

istered unto him (this first Elder) by

an holy angel, whose countenance was

as lightning, and whose garments were

pure and white above all other white-

ness; And gave unto him commandments

which inspired him; And gave him power

from on high, by the means which were

before prepared, to translate the Book

of Mormon; Which contains a record of

a fallen people, and the fulness of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles

and to the Jews also; Which was given

by inspiration, and is confirmed to others

by the ministering of angels, and is de-

clared unto the world by them—Proving

to the world that the holy scriptures are

true, and that God does inspire men and

call them to his holy work in this age

and generation, as well as in generations

of old; Thereby showing that he is the

same God yesterday, today, and forever.

Amen." This is all the reason that I know

of.

"Have the Mormons been perse-

cuted for their evil deeds?" If they

have, shame on their persecutors, for

if any Latter-day Saint breaks the

law of his country he is amenable to


