
property of others. The army that was 
quartered in our vicinity introduced more 
corruption and iniquity than had been 
made manifest for years. Whether to be 
thankful or sorrowful for this, sometimes 
I am at a loss to know. The wicked that 
were among us have been made manifest, 
and many of them have left; this is a result 
we have no cause to mourn over. There 
are still a few who are impatient of con-
trol, will go their own way, will steal, lie, 
swear, get drunk, etc. Their works make 
them manifest, and we know them. We 
also know upon whom we can depend in 
a time or trouble; a good sailor is always 
found at his post, both in calm and storm. 
The good soldier is ready to resist the en-
emy, and not to shake hands with him 
and be tamely taken prisoner. The time 
of storm, and trouble is the time to prove 
ourselves to God and to one another.

We desire to be a great deal better than 
we are as individuals and as a people, and 
if we are faithful, we shall be. Praise to the 
faithful Latter-day Saints, who are striving to 
serve God with all their hearts. Let all Latter-
day Saints learn that the weaknesses of their 
brethren are not sins. When men or women 
undesignedly commit a wrong, do not attri-
bute that to them as a sin. Let us learn to be 
compassionate one with another; let mercy

and kindness soften every angry and fret-
ful temper, that we may become long-
suffering and beneficent in all our com-
munications one with another. No man 
can ever become a ruler in the kingdom 
of God, until he can perfectly rule him-
self; then is he capable of raising a family 
of children who will rise up and call him 
blessed. On the other hand, if the Elders 
of Israel do not pay attention to this and 
improve themselves in every possible way, 
their families will see their weaknesses and 
follies, can have no confidence in them as 
leaders, and will scatter away from them 
and join themselves to more substantial, 
wise, and reliable fathers and leaders.

Shall we as a people ever become popu-
lar in the world? Yes, when righteousness 
reigns triumphantly on the earth. In the 
end, when the judgment is set and the 
Judge of all the earth makes his appearance, 
he will place upon his right hand Abraham 
and Abraham’s seed, and all those who have 
obeyed the Gospel of his Son, and they will 
inherit the earth and its fulness, while the 
sinner and the ungodly will be cast into 
prison to pay the uttermost farthing.

May the Lord help us to live so that we 
may be accounted worthy of all the glory 
our Heavenly Father has in store for us. 
Amen.
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