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multiply and replenish the earth, and

he also commanded the earth to multi-

ply and to increase her productions, veg-

etation, fowls, animals and all manner

of creeping things. How do you think it

looks for man to lie down and be an idle

speculator, while he makes his neighbor

a slave? I believe in all of us being in-

dustrious from day to day and from year

to year, and also to improve and teach

others to improve in all that is good. I

have never undertaken to do anything of

an important nature, but I have called

upon the Almighty to assist me, realiz-

ing that I required his aid and favor and

he has invariably prospered me in what

I have commenced. When we store up

grain for the purpose of feeding the poor

Saints we may naturally expect to have

to feed a great many goats while we are

feeding sheep.

Brethren let us go to work and ac-

cumulate means; let us go more exten-

sively into home manufactures, let us

get up some of those homemade spinning

jennys, we are told that they are capa-

ble of spinning two hundred pounds a

day, but supposing we could spin twenty-

five pounds a day should we not think

we were doing a good business? We

should feel proud of such a business. We

shall have to go into this kind of busi-

ness, for we have every prospect of be-

ing shut out from trading with the east.

Let us then go to work, men, women,

and children and make ourselves inde-

pendent of the world and especially of

our enemies. Can we do it? Yes, we

can, because we can raise everything

that we require. Now we have not cul-

tivated many things here but what we

have got a good return. When speaking

upon this subject the other day, I heard

President Young say that he would not

send to the States for any of those rot-

ten goods this year. I am not going to

send for any, for I am going to send for a

carding machine instead, and if that

does not clothe my family I do not know

what move I shall make next, but I in-

tend that whatever I do shall be a step

in the right direction.

Brethren and sisters, I feel to bless

you and also all the Presidency of this

Church, and all the Quorums of the

Priesthood; I likewise feel to bless every

man that puts forth his hand to help to

bless Israel, for all such shall be blessed

by the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob, and their blessings shall multiply

tenfold more than they ever did before.

Then, do not stop, but go ahead, and all

our blessings will multiply. The Lord

says, do my will and let the world alone,

and I will defend you, for it is my busi-

ness to defend you and all my people in

these latter days, and he will do it to

the extent that is requisite for the ac-

complishment of his purposes. I know it

just as well as I know that I am standing

here. Well, do not be discouraged, but

lay aside your scolding and fretting, and

abide in the religion of Jesus Christ, for

you must remember that no branch can

bring forth except it be in the vine; no

more can we except we abide in Christ.

Peace be upon you all, brethren and

sisters, wives and children, you all that

are good, and that love the Gospel of

our Lord Jesus Christ more than they

love this wicked world in which we live.

These are some of my feelings, and they

are some of the feelings of my heart. We

are laboring for eternal life and exalta-

tion in the kingdom of our God; we are

learning to live forever; and I am going to

stick and hang to the good old ship Zion,

forever and ever, God helping me.

The Lord has put a spirit in

me that is inclined to righteous-

ness, and I always love to do right.

My faith and confidence are in God


