KNOWLEDGE AND POWER, ETC.

come upon the wicked, and of salvation
to be extended to the righteous; that God
had undertaken to manage the affairs
of his people and of the world, and that
he would bless his followers inasmuch as
they would walk in obedience to his laws
and his precepts, not only with the bless-
ings of this world but with salvation in
the celestial kingdom of God. We can
now see that at that time we beheld only
in part the glory of the latter day begin-
ning to dawn, and as the vision of our
mind began to be enlarged and expanded
we were enabled to look forward into the
future, and we now rejoice in the bright
prospect that is being developed from
time to time. In the beginning of this
work our minds were, and even now are
contracted more or less, but yet we have
a more general view of the events that
have been spoken of concerning the last
days. These events that were foretold by
the Prophets and Seers of past ages are
now transpiring upon the earth, and, as
the last ten, fifteen, or twenty years have
passed, those events have rolled along
with accelerated speed, and we have
seen the visible hand of God. The perse-
cutions that we have endured from time
to time have shown us the feeling and
spirit of the religious world, but out of all
these tribulations the Almighty has de-
livered us, and notwithstanding the op-
position that we have had to combat, he
has now brought us to a position that we
can command some respect in this and
other nations of the earth, for the people
not only look upon us as a religious com-
munity, but as a great people politically,
occupying a desirable position upon this
continent. It is true when we have the
Spirit upon us we look forward to the
time when we shall have the literal king-
dom of God established, and when we
shall exercise rule and dominion, and
when we shall increase, and so con-
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tinue until the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of our God
and of his Christ. These feelings occu-
pied our breast in our infancy, in the
Church, but some ideas of the reality
of the vast unborn future were more or
less confused; it was very difficult for us
to have just conceptions of God's deal-
ings with us and with the nations of the
earth. It was thought by many that
when Joseph Smith offered himself as
a candidate for President of the United
States that it was dangerous and fool-
ish policy, and, in fact, it was quite dif-
ficult for many to bring their feelings up
to that point.

We have been struggling against the
powers of darkness, so far as religion is
concerned, from the year 1830, as we
have increased in numbers we have nat-
urally assumed a social and political sta-
tus, and have been obliged to organize
a government, and make laws in accor-
dance with those of that nation with
which we are associated; we are now
struggling, and expect to have to strug-
gle for our religious, social, and political
rights.

Many intelligent men have long un-
derstood that there was nothing in the
religious systems of men; we have com-
prehended them, weighed them in the
balances and found them wanting. The
general feeling has been for a long
time that there was no argument that
could be brought, in a religious point
of view, that could stand before our El-
ders. There are very few of our Elders
that would fear combating the doctrines
of the ministers of the world; they all feel
that the knowledge which God has com-
municated unto them is superior to ev-
erything else, they feel to rely upon the
Almighty, and ask no odds of any of the
wicked in the world. These have been
the feelings of the Elders of this Church
for years.

In a political point of view we have



