KNOWLEDGE AND POWER, ETC.

men will give up without a struggle? I tell
you nay. If such be the position of the re-
ligious world, I would further ask, is it rea-
sonable that the political powers of the earth
will give up without a struggle? It would be
at variance with history, with Scripture and
prophecy, and human nature, and contrary
to anything we ever heard of. The question
may be asked, then, what shall we do; yield
to the prejudices and diction of men or to
the laws of God? The poet says—“Do what
is right, let the consequence follow.” This
is the duty of the Latter-day Saints in their
attempts and endeavors to build up Zion,
and not to ask any questions as to what
men may think of us or our acts, that we, as
a people, this nation and the world, are in
the hands of God. It is for us to do our duty
and fear no consequences, the result of our
acts and those of other men and nations the
Almighty will control, but let us seek that
wisdom which cometh from above, and
let us pursue that course that will keep us
under the influence of the Spirit of God in
all of our doings before the Great Eloheim.
Are you not afraid that the President of
the United States will operate against us,
and send an army here? No: I am not, for
God has the control of him and all armies,
but I do expect that influence upon influ-
ence, and stratagem upon stratagem will
be brought to bear until this kingdom be-
comes the kingdom of our God and of his
Christ, and the Saints take it and possess it
forever and forever.

We have been talking for years about
the rule and government of the kingdom
of God and its final establishment upon
the earth, in peace and righteousness;
and also about the time when every crea-
ture which is in the heavens and on the
earth, and under the earth, and such as
are in the sea, and all that are in them,
will be heard saying, “Blessing, and
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honor, and glory, and power, be unto him
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb forever and ever.” We have been talk-
ing about these things, but there is much to
be done in the intermediate space between
the present and that impenetrable period in
the great future. It is not all a matter of faith,
but there is some action required; it is a thing
that we have got to engage in ourselves, indi-
vidually and collectively as a people, and it is
a matter of no small concern.

This cause and kingdom is attract-
ing the attention of all good men upon
the earth as of Prophets and Saints that
have passed behind the veil. Apostles and
Prophets have desired to see the day that
we see, and to participate in the blessings
that we enjoy, but have died without the
sight. They used to talk of the kingdom
that should be established; they also talked
of the time when the powers of darkness
should be destroyed, and when God would
organize his kingdom upon the earth, con-
trol his people and become ruler and dicta-
tor of the world. He will then fully deliver
them from the mists and darkness with
which they have been enveloped, and give
light, life, wisdom, and power to all the
obedient of the human family. Then all
shall be taught of God and understand cor-
rect principle, and every Saint have a living
monitor within to qualify them to under-
stand the great blessings with which they
are endowed. The Saints of former days
looked forward with joy to the time when
the principles of truth should be estab-
lished throughout the world, and so do we.

These were things that the ancients
looked forward to; but they did not have
the privilege to look at them as we do, and
they died without having the privilege of
enjoying the blessings promised.

The world has been full of darkness

and wickedness, and has not under-
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