
KNOWLEDGE AND POWER, ETC. 343

overthrown them by truth, I would; but

I could not; and I had either to em-

brace Mormonism or acknowledge my-

self dishonest; I believed, obeyed, and

rejoiced in the Gospel. Since I received

and obeyed the truth I have never seen

anything to cause me to waver; I have

examined our religion closely and have

found nothing to doubt; neither has any-

thing crossed my mind in regard to the

Saints accomplishing the purposes of the

Almighty upon the earth or that has

caused me to fear and tremble, but I

have ever felt strong in the Lord God of

Israel, and I feel today, as I have felt for

the last twenty years.

Now as to the great future what shall

we say? Why, a little stone has been cut

out of the mountains without hands, and

this little stone is becoming a great na-

tion, and it will eventually fill the whole

earth. How will it fill it, religiously? Yes,

and politically too, for it will have the

rule, the power, the authority, the domin-

ion in its own hands. This is the posi-

tion that we are destined to occupy. We

need not borrow trouble or be afraid be-

cause we had a little fuss with our re-

spected Uncle Sam a short time ago, we

could not help it, we did not originate

it, it was forced upon us, but God de-

livered us. Suppose we should have a

difficulty similar to the one which we

then had, should we have nothing to do

but to sing ourselves away to everlast-

ing bliss? Yes, we should find plenty

to do as we did then. I expect one

nation after another to rise against us

until they will all be broken to pieces.

We have a great many things to accom-

plish; we need not think that we have no

business to attend to or that the world

has gone through its regeneration, for

it has got to be struggle after struggle,

and power after power will be arrayed

against us, and then, if we have not

learned it we shall learn that God is our

strength, and that in him only can we

trust. If we think we are going to get

through this probation with the little dif-

ficulty we have had, we might as well

give it up. Now I think that it will be

a struggle all the time. How hard it is

for us to give up our feelings, to resign

our will. How hard it is to do right by

ourselves, by our families, by our neigh-

bors and friends and to do right by the

Church and kingdom of God, to do right

by God and be honest with all men, and

how difficult it seems to have our hearts

right, and purged from iniquity and sin.

We have a continued struggle to manage

our own little selves. Don't you believe

that it will be harder to combat the pow-

ers of the world? I think it will. How

many things are transpiring among us

as Saints, how many hard speeches, con-

tentions, and strifes there are, and how

much we are desirous of enforcing upon

other men our own views and feelings,

and perhaps we have a very imperfect

conception of what is right and what is

wrong ourselves.

This is what the world have been af-

ter so long. Now I do not want that; no, I

want to know the will of God. I would

be like the Lord, I would say, "Search

me, O God, and know my heart: try me,

and know my thoughts: And see if there

be any wicked way in me, and lead me

in the way everlasting."—Psalm cxxxix,

verses 23 and 24. This is as important as

anything else, for us to know ourselves,

to understand ourselves, to bring our-

selves up to a mark, and see if we are

ready and know whether we can yield

our stubborn will or not, and if we can

yield to the dictation of the servants of

God, and if we are willing to be sub-

ject to that which is wanted. If we are,

then we shall understand what Jesus

says—"If any man will do my will, he

shall know of the doctrine, whether it be

of God, or whether I speak of myself."


