
It appears in the economy of Heaven 
that there are a variety of gifts. Gifts dif-
fer, as described by the Apostle to the 
Corinthians, in the 12th chapter of his 
First Epistle. He says—“For to one is given 
by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to an-
other the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; 
to another the gifts of healing by the same 
Spirit; To another the working of miracles; 
to another prophecy; to another discern-
ing of spirits; to another divers kinds of 
tongues; to another the interpretation of 
tongues: But all these worketh that one 
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every 
man severally as he will.”

These gifts are very apparent in the 
organization of this people. We possess 
a great deal of zeal, and sometimes it has 
proved to be not according to knowledge. 
For instance, the third number of the 
Evening and Morning Star, which was pub-
lished in Independence, Jackson County, 
Missouri, by W. W. Phelps, held out the 
doctrine rather strongly that about nine 
or ten years would be sufficient to wind 
up the whole matter of the warning of 
the wicked nations and the gathering of 
the Saints preparatory to the coming of 
the Messiah. So zealous were some of the 
Elders at that time, and so certain that 
the Lord would shorten his work, that we 
expected long before this to see the mil-

lennium in full blast; and yet, although 
these anticipations have not been fully re-
alized, the work has progressed as rapidly 
as it possibly could without doing injury 
to itself. In order that this may be prop-
erly understood it may be well to consider 
the material of which this Church is com-
posed. Its doctrines have been taught to ev-
ery nation, kindred, and tongue, where the 
Elders have had an opportunity of preach-
ing to the people, and those who have 
from time to time embraced the doctrines 
of the Saints have been gathered together, 
bringing with them all manner of preju-
dices, notions, and whims, and if too great 
a body of such material had been hurriedly 
brought together it might have been im-
possible (though some people say there is 
nothing impossible with the Almighty), 
but still I think that it might have been im-
possible to hold such an incongruous mass 
of materials together.

When the Elders were scattered among 
the Gentiles to preach repentance and bap-
tism for the remission of sins, many would 
say how wonderfully these men preached! 
What smart men they were considered 
by those who heard them! These men ac-
quired the ingenuity and the tact by which 
they handled the Scriptures with such abili-
ty that they were actually considered by the 
world to be very learned and talented men 
and some of them are known yet by the
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