VARIETY OF GIFTS, ETC.

sobriquet of "Walking Bible!" And all
these men in their way are shining and
brilliant items of talent and wisdom;
a comparatively ignorant man, if he is
humble, can go and preach the Gospel,
and proclaim by the power of the good
Spirit the principles of life and salva-
tion. An ignorant man, who goes forth
from nation to nation to declare the
truths which God in his mercy has re-
vealed, generally goes forth in humility
and faith, and, by diligence and perse-
verance, he picks up and gathers into the
Church men of every imaginable tradi-
tion, of every habit, of every custom and
of every nation; after which they go and
make each man throw away part of his
foolish traditions just as fast as possible,
and teach him true principles instead
thereof; make the people live together in
a city, a country, and a State, and all pull
together, as one well-organized commu-
nity.

Now, I know really that we ought
to be ashamed of our ignorance, and
yet brother Musser has told us that we
are a great deal ahead of the Western
States. Really, if we are not we ought to
be ashamed of ourselves. We have had
wiser teachers, and not only have we had
good tutors, but we have had practical
lessons.

Mr. Trumbull, member of Congress
from Illinois, made a remark at a meet-
ing during the Mormon war, to this
effect—"I have been to Nauvoo; I was
there when the Mormons were there,
and if the inhabitants and citizens of the
United States were as intelligent and
industrious and as thrifty as the Mor-
mons were then, they would be a long
way ahead of what they are now." Ly-
man Trumbull is considerable authority
upon this subject, he was Secretary of
State in Illinois when we lived in Nau-
voo, and no particular friend of ours.
If we have not advanced as much as
we might have done, we have scattered
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the truth abroad. The wisdom of our
President has taken the poor from the
distant nations of the earth, brought
them here and made them rich. You
pass through this Territory today and
you strive to find the man or woman that
cannot get bread for supper. You can-
not do it. You find the man or woman
that is destitute of clothing, if you can.
Such destitution does not exist. You may
search the world in vain for a similar
people, and you will find that a people
so universally comfortably situated do
not exist; and yet, these are the people
who were so poor, who have been several
times robbed and plundered of all they
possessed, and who then came into the
most desert country in the world, and
here they have acquired this abundance
which surrounds everybody. A polity
has been introduced that benefits every-
body, instead of leaving us to lay our own
plans, and be at the shrine of wicked-
ness and corruption. When a poor man
comes to a Bishop and says, "I am hun-
gry, I want some bread." The Bishop, like
a Father, says—"Well, what can you do?
We must find you some work, we must
show you how to manage in this country
so that you can get a living." The Bishop
might take the old Gentile plan, give the
hungry man a dollar, which he would
spend and do nothing to provide more,
and thus he will be kept eternally poor,
but instead of this he finds him work,
the man's way is opened, and, in a short
time, he is rich, for he is able to live from
his own exertions. Herein is manifested
the wisdom of Heaven, which should be
in the breast of every man in Zion, and
it also shows the wisdom of that head
which God has placed to guide us and
make us a self-sustaining, independent
people.

If we go down into the States now
we find them engaged in a war, and
I suppose that the language that is



