RESPONSIBILITIES RESTING UPON THE SAINTS, ETC.

and trust and know that these brethren
will be the means of accomplishing a
good work upon the earth, and of es-
tablishing those principles which lead
to life and salvation in the kingdom of
God. They will gather the people to-
gether in these Valleys, for the Saints
have no desire for the fellowship of the
world. Some gather up here, it is true,
for other objects than the worship of
God, but they are not the right kind.
There are those brethren and sisters
who come here for the love of righteous-
ness and they are the majority, and
will doubtless remain in the majority,
for this kingdom will never be thrown
down nor given to another people. There
are those who come here filled with the
leaven of unrighteousness, having given
way to the tempter until they got it
planted in their own bosoms; they do
not feel satisfied when they get here,
for they have not purged out sufficient
of this leaven of unrighteousness; they
soon seem to prefer another kind of so-
ciety; they feel uneasy unless they can
be where wickedness abounds, where in
secret, they can wallow in the wicked-
ness of the world. I am glad, for one,
that they have to go somewhere else to
gratify their unhallowed, selfish propen-
sities. They want to go to the eastern
nations where they can wallow in the
filth of the wicked. I am glad and re-
joice that they have to go away, if they
cannot be satisfied with the pure princi-
ples of the Gospel, and enjoy themselves
in the fresh air of these mountains.
Here we have peace and enjoy happi-
ness and so can all the right-minded.
We have contentment, and take pleas-
ing and solid comfort in real enjoyment
for we are placed upon a platform where
we shall go forth conquering and to con-
quer; and here we can hoist the banner
of righteousness and all can be shielded
and protected beneath its folds; we can
labor to redeem the earth, and cause
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it to bring forth from its elements and
draw therefrom those things needful for
our own comfort, and we can thus be de-
livered from the power of the oppressor.

Our brethren and sisters have been
shamefully oppressed in their native
countries; they have lived where their
fathers before them lived, and so long
as they continue in this way they are
not and will not be able to gain one
iota, nor to advance in the scale of in-
telligence; they have not taken one step
to improve themselves or their children
temporally or spiritually; they are bound
as it were hand and foot, in those old
countries. But when the Gospel goes
forth and they receive it in good and hon-
est hearts, these fetters are broken off,
and they are then placed upon a platform
upon which they can improve, in fact
there is then nothing to prevent them
improving and exalting themselves and
gaining for themselves an influence in
the midst of this people. They can gather
up to Zion where they can gain a tempo-
ral support, and in due time become in-
dependent and happy, following the pur-
suits of truth and virtue. This is one
great blessing which the Gospel brings to
many poor persons in foreign countries
as well as in our own land.

Well, brethren, we have great cause
to rejoice in these things, and in all the
blessings which flow from the Gospel
of salvation. We have a pleasant,
agreeable country, we enjoy freedom,
we have communication with the heav-
ens, and through that medium intelli-
gence flows to the minds of the chil-
dren of men. We have the author-
ity of the Holy Priesthood which has
been conferred upon the children of men
from our Father and God. How it be-
comes us then to appreciate these bless-
ings. We have no time for carelessness,
but every hour and moment should be



