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occupied to promote the interest of our

Father's kingdom upon the earth; to pre-

serve the keys and power, which the

Almighty has conferred upon us, pure

and holy before him; to preserve our-

selves and our influence before high

Heaven, and then all will be well with

us.

It is a new era in which we are

living; and it is a new light that has

dawned upon this people; and power

and influence is increasing and will con-

tinue to increase among the people of

God continually, for this is their destiny;

and although they may not understand

the growing influence and power of this

mighty work in which we are engaged,

still they are flowing in a steady stream

unto this people. What is there for this

people to accomplish and perform? It

is their business to preserve this Priest-

hood untarnished, that wisdom may flow

unto them through its holy influence,

that they may know how to wield the

power thereof for the best good of the

kingdom of God. It becomes us well to

understand this, that we may not un-

wisely wield the power that is and that

will ere long be put into our hands. This

is what the wicked nations have done

with their power, but it will not do for us.

No, for if we were to use it in this way,

all the authority and power ever given

would be taken away from us, as it is now

being taken from them. But, if we are

faithful, power and influence will con-

tinue to flow unto us until the kingdoms

of this world shall become the kingdoms

of our God and of his Christ. Then let us

step forth to do good, and whenever we

have the opportunity let us assist in the

great work which lies before us; and let

us labor to preserve this power upon the

earth, that there may be an ensign to the

nations, and an emblem of righteousness

to all people.

It is the inestimable privilege of

this people, if they will receive and

honor it, to establish the principles of

righteousness and truth, and to estab-

lish that kingdom which shall stand for-

ever and ever. It is our privilege to be-

come pillars in that kingdom, to bring

it forth, to honor and sustain it. It is

a temporal work; everything is requisite

for the kingdom of God that is needed for

any other kingdom, except wickedness.

We want to build up cities, and to cul-

tivate and beautify the earth, and make

the place of the Lord's feet glorious. Ev-

ery excellence, power, and blessing be-

longs to the Saints of the Most High God,

if they will prove themselves worthy to

receive them. We have means to per-

form foreign missions, to save the peo-

ple; we have also means at home to bring

forth the grain, to build up cities and

temples, and to go forth upon the right

and upon the left to protect the right,

and to develop the resources of the land

into which the Lord has brought us; to

shield ourselves from the wicked and un-

godly, and thwart them in all things. All

these things have to be done. We have all

missions to perform, some one kind and

some another.

We have now before us a temporal

work in building the Temple; and in or-

der to do this, we have to make the State

road passable for teams; and to do this,

it is necessary to raise it in all the low

places, to open the ditches and allow the

water to run off. This is a temporal work

that must be attended to, day by day, un-

til it is completed. The stonecutters are

lying idle for want of stone. We do not

want the road lost now, after so much la-

bor has been bestowed upon it.

There are a great many rumors

afloat about the expeditions that have

gone out from here, and I want to

say that they are not worthy of your

credit. And I want to say that it is

all right with regard to those expedi-

tions going forth, and will result for


