RESPONSIBILITIES RESTING UPON THE SAINTS, ETC.

the benefit of this people. The people of
this kingdom are minutemen, or should
be, and they should be prepared to go as
circumstances shall direct, and in this way
we prove ourselves before God, that we are
ready to do his will, and to do his bidding.
The requisition was made by the proper
authority at Washington, and was readily
responded to, as has always been the case
when a call has been made through the
proper channel, and the compliance with
this call will result in good. Our brethren
will perform their duties and do honor to
their country. It is our country; we are citi-
zens of the American Government, and we
have a right to act for the preservation of
its institutions, and we have always done it
whenever called upon, and we have shown
ourselves ready to respond to our duty as
good citizens, no matter for what usage
we have received in return. This proves
a weapon in the hands of this people for
their defense. Let us feel contented to re-
spond to every call that comes from the
proper source, let us do it with full faith
and confidence believing that it is right.

If there are those among us who want
to go to the world, let them go till they get
their fill, and we would rather they would
do this than stay here and contaminate the
Saints of the Most High.

Let our brethren who are going on mis-
sions keep themselves pure and unspot-
ted from the world. We know that we can
perform a mission in the world and min-
gle with them as far as shall be necessary,
without partaking of their wickedness. Our
Missionaries are obliged to mingle with
them more or less; and, in fact, we are all
in the world, but it does not prove that the
Saints are obliged to mingle with the wicked
and carry the wicked in their bosoms, but
they can keep themselves upon the plat-
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form of virtue and cleave close unto the
Lord.

Our brother, who was speaking, in his
remarks conveyed the idea that he had a
greater degree of the gifts of the Spirit and
happiness therein before he came here than
he has now. This is a mistake, in my opin-
ion, for the power of God is manifest more
strongly by contrast in the world, even as
light shines in darkness. Here are the ordi-
nances of the Church administered contin-
ually; and the healing power is not noticed
here as much as in the world; if there is one
case of healing in the world, it is a marvel,
whereas, here it is so common an occur-
rence that a case of healing is less noticed
or thought about. The Spirit of light pen-
etrates into the world, where the darkness
is such that it may be felt, but here it is
swallowed up in the greater light.

This people are gaining influence
and power with the Heavens, and they
are enjoying more of the blessings of the
Heavens than are enjoyed anywhere else
upon the earth. I know when clouds spread
over the wicked nations, this people feel it,
even as the telegraphic wire is affected by
approaching storms. When a cloud looms
up over the people in the Valleys, it is felt
to the utmost extremity of the earth. The
Elders have borne this testimony time
and again. They have frequently, when
any great movement has been about to
be made against us, known the designs of
the enemies of this people; a knowledge
of what they purposed doing has come as
by a shock of electricity, and thus by the
inspiration of the good Spirit they have
known the intentions of those that concoct
in secret against the welfare of the people
of God; and, by the same Spirit of revela-
tion have the Elders abroad known of any
great and important movement at home.
Through this same influence at home,
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