
I certainly feel it a privilege to lis-
ten to such instructions as we have had 
this morning. I feel that we are a favored 
people; and that we can have instructions 
continually poured out upon us day by 
day, and Sabbath by Sabbath, that are cal-
culated in their nature to reform, to elevate 
and instruct the mind. The principles of 
our religion exercise an influence over the 
minds of the people which is calculated to 
lead them in the paths of virtue, truth, and 
sobriety, and in that way which will best 
conduce to their happiness here and here-
after. Many reflections pass through my 
mind when I look abroad throughout the 
length and breadth of this Territory, and 
view the position of the Latter-day Saints 
who are gathered in these valleys of the 
mountains; and when I consider the object 
and purpose that have brought them here 
and that are keeping them together, view 
the vastness of their desires before high 
Heaven, their wishes in regard to them-
selves and posterity, their strong faith and 
unison of purpose which have caused them 
to take the course they are now pursuing, 
I consider it is a sublime spectacle to be-
hold. Think of a community of thousands 
and tens of thousands actuated by one and 
the same purpose, and that the most noble 
in its nature, and that they are using their 
exertions for the establishment of peace  
and righteousness upon the earth, continu-

ally seeking to produce a oneness in all 
their manifestations towards each other, in 
their public instructions and in their daily 
walk and conversation, using their life to 
do those things that will exalt the human 
family and striving to walk sin and iniquity 
under their feet. The consideration of this 
subject causes very strange and yet good re-
flections to pass through my mind. When 
I look upon this people and consider the 
subject of their present and future progress, 
when I view the matter in this light, I con-
clude that the feeling and desire with the 
great majority is to have righteousness pre-
vail; and I know that this feeling exists to a 
greater extent here than it does anywhere 
else upon the surface of this globe. As was 
remarked last Sunday, by brother Taylor, 
if sin and iniquity bear sway, although the 
people may have here and there good prin-
ciple, something among them that is cal-
culated to do good, here and there an item 
of essential doctrine, and occasionally a few 
good men who seek to sustain good princi-
ples to exalt virtue and truth, yet these are 
overbalanced by the wicked and ungodly, 
and hence that people cannot enjoy pure 
and unalloyed happiness.

There is no power but that of the 
Almighty that can sustain these Heavenly 
principles, and it can only be accomplished by 
drawing the people out from the nations and
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