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children; remember to teach them prin-

ciples of honor, teach them to avoid ev-

erything that has the appearance of evil,

and let them be taught to look down with

disdain upon those little peccadilloes and

little nasty tricks that are sometimes in-

dulged in. Some have been taught that

certain little mean tricks are according

to the way of the world, and, therefore,

they have indulged in them. I despise

such performances, and I like to see a

man above that which will lead to dis-

honesty. Here are my brethren and sis-

ters who have come from different parts

of the world, and who have been tra-

ditionated to do a great many things

that are contrary to the spirit of the

Gospel, but we have had instructions in

this kingdom to put away far from us

all those practices that are contrary to

the spirit and genius of our own religion.

Who will act in this way when they can

see very clearly that these little things

will lead them on to still greater? It

has been quite a common practice with

some to steal the soap and the clothes

of those for whom they were washing.

Such practices are as common as any-

thing that occurs in their lives; they have

been trained up to such things all their

days, and their fathers before them from

generation to generation. Well, shall

they carry on these little petty steal-

ings in this generation, or shall they quit

them and teach their children to do so

too? Has not the Gospel placed them

upon a platform where they can live

without continuing in these evil prac-

tices? They doubtless have their apolo-

gies for these things in the old coun-

try where they are oppressed, and, as

it were, trodden under foot of men, but

here it is not so, for the Gospel will

redeem them, exalt them, and bring

them up to where they can live better

without these practices than with them,

and where they can leave these things

off and have the confidence of their

brethren and friends, so long as they do

not attempt to drag these evil practices

with them into the kingdom of God. I tell

you the kingdom of God will do you but

little good, unless you forsake all your

evil ways and turn unto the Lord our God

with full purpose of heart.

Let us not have such things hang-

ing around us, nor permit ourselves to

transmit any of them to our children, but

let us purify our own hearts, and then

let us set before them pure and holy ex-

amples. I speak of these things with

a view to have the same remarks ap-

ply to all the evil influences with which

the Devil has afflicted the world. I am

aware that there are those both around

us and amongst us that would be glad

to see these kind of practices triumph

just as they do in the world, and then

the Enemy of all righteousness would

have the people in his own hands just

as he has in the world. But we have the

privilege of overcoming those things, and

have been placed in a position where we

can combine our energies for the accom-

plishment of those which are required

of us, ever seeking to do good, having

had our hearts touched with those prin-

ciples which have come from heaven. In

this way we can rid ourselves of those

evils which prevail within the rest of the

world.

Let that father who sends his child to

feed his horse in his neighbor's pasture

overnight and to bring him home before

morning, consider what influence it will

have upon his son in after life. Would it

not make a thief of him? It would; and

it would frame his mind for trespassing

upon his neighbor whenever he might

have the opportunity.

Man is the most independent be-

ing upon God's footstool, for he has

his free volition to do right or wrong;

he has the power to reject the evil

and choose the good if he chooses,


