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to be no longer dependent upon those

who would gladly sell us for the cloth

we have to wear. It becomes an experi-

ment for us to sustain ourselves, though

not exactly one that is liable to fail,

but it is to see whether a righteous and

holy people, coming out from the world,

can draw from the elements that have

been previously scattered around them

for their own immediate sustenance and

support, or whether they will forever

be dependent upon those who would de-

stroy them.

We have made good progress in these

valleys of the mountains, and it is truly

encouraging to look around and see what

has been accomplished within fifteen

years. Still there is a great deal more to

be done. When ancient Israel went out

of Egypt, a vast host of them, the Lord

administered to their immediate neces-

sities, and ordained that their clothing

should not wear out, and in this way

they were freed from labor while trav-

eling in the wilderness; the Lord him-

self combined the elements for the ben-

efit and support of that people. Now,

we have been brought a far greater dis-

tance than they were, but the manna

from heaven has not been showered out

upon us as it was upon them. We have

had to exert our intellect, to delve in

the earth, and to a great extent we

have succeeded in bringing from the el-

ements our food and clothing. I think

this is a far greater work than that which

Moses brought about, and we are doing it

without that mighty interposition which

seemed to be necessary in the days of

Moses, though the Lord has truly been

prolific in blessing the earth since his

people came to this country. What have

the servants of God done since they came

here? The first thing was to dedicate the

earth, the air, the water, and the moun-

tains, and this blessing has been poured

out upon them and upon the people,

and through the blessing of High

Heaven, the earth has brought forth to

the sustenance of his people. Is there not

a dignity in this labor which we are per-

forming? In endeavoring to bring from

the elements things necessary for our

support? I say there is, and there is

an honor that accrues to the Latter-day

Saint for their indefatigable exertions in

this respect; it shows that they are alive

to the work of the last days, that they

are exerting themselves to build up a city

and a kingdom wherein shall dwell righ-

teousness, to the defiance of the Devil

and his hosts. What a glorious sight

it would be to see the united hosts of

Israel present one mighty and unbro-

ken phalanx against the wickedness of

the world. If this were the case could

the Devil or wicked men break such a

band of united brethren? No; they would

say come on, let the surges of opposi-

tion roll up against us, and still we will

stand steadfast being of one heart and

one mind. What is there that this people

could not accomplish if they would pre-

serve inviolate this integrity, and stand

shoulder to shoulder in all the acts of

their lives, to sustain one another and

those that are placed to guide and dictate

in the kingdom of God? There is nothing

but what could be done by a union of this

kind, for it is your privilege, and it is also

the privilege of all the Latter-day Saints

to be united in doing that which is good,

and I am happy to say that this is the

case to a great extent, but still the peo-

ple might do more towards concentrat-

ing their energies for the welfare of Is-

rael. There are a great many mean lit-

tle acts manifest themselves yet, at this

advanced day; these we should all seek

to reject and begin anew with ourselves,

and see that none of these things are

traced to our bosom.

Brother Cummings does not pre-

tend to train up his children to walk


