360

in these bye and forbidden paths of
which I have been speaking, neither do
I nor brother Brigham nor many others,
still there are others that turn out vile
and do those things that are wrong. But
the time must come that righteousness
must prevail, or else we have no priv-
ilege, no promise of the future, and in
fact without it we have nothing that is
any better than that which is possessed
by anybody else, and we had better have
stayed in the world and served the Devil
at the places where we came from than
to have come here for such a purpose. All
those who feel like continuing in this way
had a great deal better be somewhere
else striving to introduce such evil prac-
tices as they have brought from the old
world. A Gospel of salvation would re-
form every son and daughter of Adam,
if they would let it, and it would bring
them upon the platform of redemption,
for the Gospel is redeeming in its qual-
ities; it is ennobling in its nature, and
it leads on to great and glorious results,
and if we wish to be the recipients of its
benefits it is for us to turn from the path
which leads to destruction, and walk con-
tinually in the path of life. I truly feel an
interest in this people, because they are
of the class who are striving to do right;
I feel proud to be associated with such a
people as this, with all the follies which I
cannot fellowship and which, in connec-
tion with others, I shall try to overcome,
and to redeem this people from all evil. I
say that we are a good people, and far the
best people that live upon the earth, and
let us try to get rid of things that are con-
trary to the spirit of the Gospel as fast as
we can, and try to induce the people by
whom we are surrounded to increase in
the love of God, to hate that which is evil,
and by the love which they have for the
principles of holiness, cause them to hate
iniquity and love righteousness. The
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presentation of these things to the minds
of the people will do good, it will be a
means of imparting to them the influ-
ences and principles by which we are in-
spired. In this way, perhaps, we may re-
deem some of them and bring them back
to where they can have the honor, the
glory and the peace which are the reward
of the righteous, even of all who eschew
evil and do good.

Let each and every one exercise their
influence in this way, to promote holy
and righteous principles upon the earth.
Religion is glorious where it brings peace
to the soul and contentment to the mind.
Let us abide in those things and keep
ourselves within the scope of those holy
influences that do predominate and pre-
vail in the midst of this people, and
do not let us run here and there af-
ter things which do not concern us. If
we want to be blest by those predomi-
nating principles and influences which
the Lord has placed here, far from the
power of the wicked, let us not by any
act of our own throw ourselves outside of
those influences. The moment we do it
of our own volition we tread upon slip-
pery places. Men may go away from
here when they are sent by proper au-
thority, when they are wanted to accom-
plish a certain purpose, and they can re-
tain the Spirit of the Almighty, but when
they go without being sent, of their own
volition, then they have no assurance
that their feet will not slip; they have
not the faith of the people to help them;
the angels have no charge to preserve
them, and particularly those that leave
and go into sin and iniquity, and are fi-
nally captivated by Satan. And, sup-
posing they only go to Salmon River or
California and return, perhaps having a
little of the leaven of life, they return
with the spirit of the world upon them.
Have we any examples of this kind? If
we have let us look at them, and from



