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the lessons of the past let us look at

the results of the future. I have seen

them come back with a little gold, and it

has almost invariably ruined them, nine

cases out of ten this has been the re-

sult, and if they have not succeeded as

well as they thought they ought to have

done in the midst of the Saints, they are

found with curses upon their lips, such

as the inhabitants where they have been

are accustomed to indulge in: they do not

respect the Sabbath, they do not meet

in the Tabernacle with the brethren to

learn the word of the Lord, neither do

they meet anywhere else for any good

purpose, but they may be seen in the

streets racing their horses, or cutting up

some kind of useless folly, wasting their

time till their money is gone, and then

they have nothing to do but to go back

and get more. They go, and perhaps get

a less sum than they did the first time,

but no matter whether they do or not

they are never contented. This has been

my experience, and this is the best, the

fairest and the smoothest light in which

I can view such cases and speak of them.

This course of life, so far as it has an in-

fluence, disqualifies the young man from

making a good, humble, faithful follower

of Jesus; it disqualifies him from becom-

ing a Saint of the Most High. This is my

experience; you can look at the subject

with your own eyes.

There are quite a number, and

some good men among them, that

want to know if it is counsel to go

out on the road to trade. I tell them that I

have no counsel of that kind to give, nei-

ther have I heard the President give such

counsel to anyone. If I want to go out on

the road to trade, taking butter and eggs

and such like things, and my Bishop and

President want me to go, then I should

feel that I could be preserved. I should

doubtless feel it to be a great burden,

and as for seeking for such an opportu-

nity it would be far from me, for I cer-

tainly would not wish to go unless I was

wanted.

I mention this matter because many

have asked me about it, and I have uni-

versally told them that I have no such

counsel to give. It is a blessing to live in

such a community as this, and I feel that

it is not safe for anyone to use his own vo-

lition to go outside of this influence. This

feeling is what has led my mind in this

way, and I pray God to help us to stand

upon this platform where we can be pre-

served from the influences of the wicked,

and keep ourselves so that we cannot be

led astray, nor be swayed to and fro by

every wind of doctrine or example that

comes along, but that we may seek for

wisdom and knowledge, that our minds

may be prepared to receive the teachings

we hear from day to day.

May God help us to do right, and

cause truth and good examples to sink

deep into our hearts, that we may culti-

vate every virtuous and holy principle, is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.


