APOSTLESHIP OF JOSEPH SMITH, ETC.

structure. Its laws and ordinances, its bless-
ings and privileges have been laid before all
people who would hear; the testimony of
God’s servants has sounded like the voice
of a trumpet from nation to nation, and
from people to people, warning the honest
and meek of the earth to flee from Babylon
to the chambers in the mountains for
safety until the indignation shall be past.
If all the inhabitants of the earth had been
as diligent in searching out the truth and
as willing to receive it as hundreds in this
congregation have been, the world would
have been converted long ago. But few
people, compared with the masses, have
ever received and lived the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, in any age of the world in which it
has been preached.

Enoch possessed intelligence and wis-
dom from God that few men ever enjoyed,
walking and talking with God for many
years; yet, according to the history written
by Moses, he was a great length of time in
establishing his kingdom among men. The
few that followed him enjoyed the fulness
of the Gospel, and the rest of the world re-
jected it. Enoch and his party were taken
from the earth, and the world continued
to ripen in iniquity until they were over-
thrown by the great flood in the days of
Noah; and, “as it was in the days of Noah,
so shall it be in the days of the coming of
the Son of man.”

So sure as the Lord called upon Joseph
Smith, Jun., to bring forth his Gospel and es-
tablish his kingdom, just so sure will he hold
this generation accountable for their acts
in relation thereto. If any people reject the
Gospel, God will destroy that people or na-
tion. The majority of the people of the world
declare that Joseph Smith was not called of
God. If they know that, then are they safe in
rejecting his testimony. I know that he was

called of God, and this I know by the reve-
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lations of Jesus Christ to me, and by the
testimony of the Holy Ghost. Had I not
so learned this truth, I should never have
been what is called a “Mormon,” neither
should I have been here today. The world is
as uncertain of the calling of Joseph Smith,
as their religious ministers are that they are
called of God; they hope they are so called;
they hope they have experienced a change
of heart; they hope they are renewed in
spirit; they hope their sins are forgiven;
they hope the Lord is gracious to them,
etc., etc. If I did not know that my sins
were forgiven, my hope would do me but
litcle good.

For argument’s sake I will say, if we
should be mistaken as to the legality of
Joseph Smith’s calling, we still bear the
same relationship towards the heavens as
any other portion of mankind, and have
the same chance of salvation, standing on
equal grounds with them. Joseph told us
that Jesus was the Christ, the Mediator be-
tween God and man, and the Savior of the
world. He told us that there was no other
name in the heavens nor under the heav-
ens, neither could there be, by which man-
kind could be saved in the presence of the
Father, but by and through the name and
ministry of Jesus Christ, and the atone-
ment he made on Mount Calvary. Joseph
also told us that the Savior requires strict
obedience to all the commandments, or-
dinances and laws pertaining to his king-
dom, and that if we would do this we
should be made partakers of all the bless-
ings promised in his Gospel.

We have already been made partakers
of the blessings of the Gospel which he
promised to his disciples. One in partic-
ular I will name, and that is peace. Jesus
says, “These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
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