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good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
There are hundreds now before me who
can testify that in the world they have
had tribulation, but in the Gospel, as we
believe it, they have found peace. Again,
“Blessed are ye when men shall hate you,
and when they shall separate you from
their company, and shall reproach you,
and cast out your name as evil for the
Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day,
and leap for joy: for behold your reward
is great in heaven, for in the like manner
did their fathers unto the Prophets.” Have
the world separated the Latter-day Saints
from their company? They have. For what?
For disobeying the laws of the land? No.
They cast them out for believing in Jesus
Christ and in Joseph Smith as his Prophet.
This whole people were cast out for be-
lieving that God spake to Joseph Smith
and chose him to be his messenger—his
Apostle—to this generation. I testify to
you that we were not cast out for teaching
and practicing the Patriarchal doctrine, as
our enemies now declare, for at that time
it not been published to the world, but it
was for believing, preaching, and practic-
ing the doctrines of the New Testament;
for believing in the events to take place in
the latter days, as foretold by the ancient
Prophets; and, for believing the declara-
tions of Joseph Smith, that Jesus was in-
deed the Christ and the Savior of all men,
but especially of them that believe, and
that he had set to his hand the second time
to gather his people, to establish his king-
dom, to build up Zion, redeem Jerusalem,
empty the earth of wickedness and bring in
everlasting righteousness.

Joseph Smith testified that he had received
revelations from God, that holy angels had ad-
ministered to him, that he had seen the heav-
ens opened, had seen Jesus Christ and knew

that he lived, and that all the people must
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acknowledge him to be the Christ, the
Savior of the world, and to obtain salva-
tion through him must obey his ordinan-
ces, keep inviolate their covenants with
him and with each other, and try with all
their might to restore the covenants bro-
ken by the fathers, that the celestial gates
leading to the presence of God may be
opened to all believers. And this is our
testimony, last of all, that God has spo-
ken from the heavens, commanding us
to preach repentance to this generation,
giving us authority to baptize for the re-
mission of sins, and to bestow the gift of
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands.
The remission of sins, the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and the favor of God cannot be ob-
tained in any other way. These are God’s
unchangeable conditions for mankind to
observe, when they are called upon to en-
ter into an everlasting covenant with him
to serve him and none else. For preach-
ing this Gospel Joseph Smith was cast out
and murdered; and for the same cause this
people have been persecuted and afflicted,
and finally cast out beyond the confines of
so-called civilization.

What do we now see abroad? Confusion
in all the ramifications of society. In the
days of the great tower of Babel God con-
founded their language, and spread con-
fusion and dismay among them, and ulti-
mately scattered them to the four winds of
heaven. The confusion will be no less great
in these days, and the destruction of human
life will be so great that but few men will
be left. With the people in Christendom
it is “oh, here,” and “lo, there”—“Christ,
is here, and Christ is there.” Some
say, “observe one ordinance and no
more;” others say, “observe two ordinances
and no more;” some say, “observe none at
all;” and so on. There is no true faith, for
all is uncertainty—every man pursuing his
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