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drink of the cup that I shall drink of,

and to be baptized with the baptism

that I am baptized with." Those who can

walk with Jesus in the regeneration now,

will receive the great blessings that are

promised to all the faithful children of

God. What is regeneration? It is a

cleansing, purifying process, by which

persons are enabled to advance in the

knowledge of God and grow stronger in

the principles of eternal life, to become

better, more truthful, more worthy of a

benefactor's blessing. Then, we may ask,

what is degeneration? It is departing

from the good old way, imbibing evil, be-

coming impregnated with falsehood and

all other evils that are calculated to pro-

duce a deterioration in both the body and

spirit of man.

This is a wicked and adulterous gen-

eration in which we live, and but few

of them know what they are doing for

themselves. To me it appears that they

are taking every possible step to de-

generate themselves and those around

them. I know what the world is; I un-

derstood it to a great extent before I

came into this Church. It was a common

saying among the good people where I

lived, that it was impossible for a man

to be honest and get a living. How did

they get a living, think you, where they

did not believe in being honest? By liv-

ing in deceitfulness, by lying, by pilfer-

ing from their neighbors. That was the

way they managed, and it is so man-

aged at the present time. There are but

few things but it is possible to adulter-

ate in this age of the world. Our tea

is adulterated, our ginger and pepper,

and almost everything that we have to

purchase is treated in the same man-

ner, and I think we may safely con-

clude that this is an adulterous genera-

tion, and by their evil practices they are

bringing upon themselves swift destruc-

tion. They have commenced the work of

their own extermination, and who can

help it? No one, except the Almighty.

They are now doing that upon each other

which they had in their hearts to do to

us; they have got the same hatred to-

wards each other which they formerly

had towards us, and the Lord will let

them have their full share.

I noticed the other day when read-

ing about the war, that one man said

the war could be completed and wound

up in thirty days, everything settled and

the South entirely subdued. They think

that the great number of men which they

have in the field are going to wind it up

quick. But I can tell you that they do

not take the right course to accomplish

that; they let the Devil lead them, that is

what I mean. If you are looking forward

for peace and thinking that peace will

soon be made, you are mistaken. The

Lord is permitting things to be prolonged

as they are, for the purpose of getting

his people out from Babylon, just as he

did with Sodom and Gomorrah and the

cities of the plains that were round about

them; for he kept back the destruction

till he got Lot out, and so it is now in

these days.

Well, now, what course shall we take

as Saints? It is for us to do our duty in

all things; to do our best for the spread

of truth, for the gathering of the poor.

If we were to do our best we could send

a thousand teams this season to gather

the poor; but I can say that we shall do

all that is required of us, and that will be

satisfactory and pleasing to our heavenly

Father.

Some say it is rather discourag-

ing to gather this people, because so

many of them apostatize and deny the

faith, but we should remember that

Jesus says—"Again, the kingdom of

heaven is like unto a net, that was

cast into the sea, and gathered of ev-

ery kind: Which, when it was full,

they drew to shore, and sat down,


