GATHERING THE POOR, ETC.

hence, we should so live as to be the true
representatives of Heaven, of happiness,
glory, immortality, and eternal lives, for
we have those principles to teach. All these
things are before us, and one man can go
forward and attain these things just as well
as another, and one man can obtain these
blessings of life, of peace, and joy in the
Holy Ghost just as well as another.

Some may think that they are kings
and priests, others that they are queens
and priestesses, and put others down as
servants, and thus make themselves judges
of their brethren. But I am now speaking
more particularly of men that are unrigh-
teous, of those who will tread the poor
man under their feet; and what will be
the consequence of oppressing the poor?
I would rather be in the place of the op-
pressed a hundred times than in that of
the oppressor, “For with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again.”
These are the words of Jesus, and although
uttered many years ago they are still in full
force, and I know it; and that saying will
be fulfilled to the very letter, I have seen
it in a thousand instances, and I know it
will always be fulfilled. I never knew a man
get a prejudice against his brother unrigh-
teously but went the downward road, and
the other against whom the prejudice ex-
isted invariably rises up above his enemies,
for there is no other way to carry out the
principles of righteousness, than to do
unto others as we want others to do unto
us, and thus fulfil the law of Christ.

Now, in the doctrine and practice of
plurality, one woman will sometimes think
that she is queen, and that the others have
no right to speak or to do anything with-
out her consent. If T had a case of that kind
to adjudicate, I should be very apt to say
to the woman, “Serve her faithfully, bear
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with her patiently, and the day will come
when you will sit above her, no matter
where she is now.” And so it is with the
Elders of Israel, he that humbleth himself
shall be exalted. The Lord will rule that
which is righteous, and if he does not give
you your rights in all things in time he will
in eternity.

If you will look in the revelations, you
will find the principle taught just as I teach,
and I can say further, that there is not a
hymn composed by the Saints but teaches
some principle of truth just as clearly as the
Bible teaches truth. Therefore, let us be alive
to these things, and remember that we are
exhorted to be one. Jesus prayed that his dis-
ciples might all be one, as he and his Father
were one. Then, let us step forward and do
this without waiting to be commanded,
without any compulsion, otherwise we shall
be considered slothful servants.

Well, now, this is the course for us to
take. Let us be one in all things, that the
blessings of the heavens and of the earth
may be upon us continually.

If you want to know my views in refer-
ence to merchants and their goods coming
here, I will tell you that I wish there could
not any more goods be brought here. Why,
can you get along without them, brother
Kimball? I can, by the help of God; I want
but little to be independent of every mer-
chant that comes into this city. Why, this
last year my family have made over eight
hundred yards of cloth, and that will clothe
a great many people; and dresses made of
that kind of cloth are as far ahead of those
you buy in the store as your silks are of
the Indian blanket. Then consider what
a blessing it is to the poor of this commu-
nity to be able to sleep in nice, comfort-
able, warm woolen blankets; how much
better than either the cotton or linen that
is brought from the States. Then there
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