
Indians do, unless some person not only
tells them how, but also shows them by his
own works. How many of the ladies pre-
sent have made the ribbons they wear?
How many of them have made the bonnets
and hats they wear? The time is at hand
when you must make them or do without
them.

I love to see the human form and the
human face adorned, but let our adorning
be the workmanship of our hands, from
the elements with which we are constantly
surrounded. I love beauty whether adorned
or unadorned. I love chaste and refined
manners, especially when they are founded
upon virtue. The etiquette that is of the
world is not after God and godliness. It
bears upon it a false gloss; it has not for its
purpose the happiness of mankind. The
etiquette which is after God is to make my
brother or my sister as happy as I am, if
they will accept of it. It is to teach men
how to rise from a state of degradation to
an honorable standing in the society of the
just.

In the days of the Apostles it was written,
“And all that believed were together, and had
all things common; And sold their posses-
sions and goods, and parted them to all men,
as every man had need. And they, continu-
ing daily with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, did eat
their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart, &c.” This was all right in the Apostles,
to show a certain principle that was hereafter
to be acted upon. It does not require more
than common enlightenment to discover
that such an order of things, if persisted in,
would result in poverty, hunger, nakedness,
and destitution. I say to my brethren and 
sisters, come let us learn how to gather
around us from the elements an abundance
of every comfort of life, and convert them 
to our wants and happiness, filling our

storehouses with wheat, wine, and oil, fill-
ing our wardrobes with woolen cloth and
fine linen, with silks and satins of the finest
quality and patterns from the looms of De-
seret, going onward and upward until the
whole earth is filled with the glory of God.
Let us not remain ignorant with the igno-
rant, but let us show the ignorant how to
be wise.

I am constantly trying to teach the
people how to extract from the elements
the means for their present comfort and in-
dependence, and how to first become per-
fectly obedient to the Gospel of Christ, and
then children will be obedient to their par-
ents, and in the Church and kingdom of
God every person will learn to act in his
order and station, and wisdom will take up
her abode with us. Let fathers be willing to
be taught by the Holy Priesthood, then let
them in all mildness, by example and pre-
cept, teach their families; and let wives be
one with their husbands in this labor of sal-
vation, that the rising generation may be a
better class of people than is the present.

I have promised the people South, that
if they will cultivate the ground and ask the
blessings of God upon it, the desert shall
blossom as a rose, pools of living water
shall spring up on the parched ground, and
the wilderness shall become glad. The Lord
has planted the feet of the Saints in the
most forbidding portion of the earth, ap-
parently, that he may see what they will do
with it. I may confidently say that no other
people on the earth could live here and
make themselves comfortable. If we settle
on these desert and parched plains, upon
the sides of these rugged and sterile moun-
tains, and cultivate the earth, praying the
blessing of God upon our labors, he will
make this country as fruitful as any other
portion of the earth. May the Lord bless
the people. Amen.
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