
fined in narrow limits, and being jostled in
railway cars, exposed to the insults and
ridicule of rude and wicked persons that al-
ways assemble on the public highways, and
suffering the hardships and privations inci-
dent to traveling over the plains.

I wish the people not to lose sight of one
thing: that every day’s labor, every mo-
ment’s toil, every prayer and exertion
which they make points to the building up
of the kingdom of God upon the earth. Let
us seek daily to know that the kingdom of
God is established among us, according to
the pattern in the heavens. Under this
knowledge our actions will constantly
point in the right direction, and every
move we make will enhance the interests of
the general cause. When this kingdom is
established in its two-fold capacity—spiri-
tually and temporally—then it is given
unto us to know how to secure everything
else that is necessary to enjoy on the earth.
But it is our duty first to seek to know that
the kingdom of God is established and or-
ganized upon the earth, that we have an in-
terest in it, that that interest above all oth-
ers is the nearest and dearest to our hearts,
as our present and eternal welfare is em-
braced in it, and that we possess the Spirit
of this kingdom and enjoy it day by day.

Remarks have been made relating to the
Saints traveling in independent companies.
When an independent company under-
takes to travel across the plains, they are
generally too independent for their own
safety and good. There never was and never
will be a people in heaven nor on earth, in
time nor in eternity, that can be considered
truly and entirely independent of counsel
and direction. Our independent companies
entertain the same mistaken views of 
independence as people generally do of the
independence of a Republican Govern-

ment. Man in his ignorance is impatient of
control, and when he finds himself from
under its influence he supposes that he is
then independent, or, in other words, that
he is a free man. Independence so viewed
and so employed, either individually or col-
lectively, religiously or politically must open
a wide arena of action for all the evil, selfish
and malignant qualities of depraved men,
introducing destruction into every ramifica-
tion of society, destroying confidence,
checking the onward progress of industry
and universal prosperity, and bringing in
famine, pestilence, and destruction every-
where. An independent company of immi-
grants can appoint their own captain to
guide them across the plains, and they can
also dispute every act of his for their good.
They can find fault with him for camping
too soon or too late; for camping in this,
that, or the other place; and if he offers
them good advice, reject it because they are
independent and free, as they suppose. In-
dividual self-government lies at the root of
all true and effective government, whether
in heaven or on earth. Those who govern
should be wiser and better than the gov-
erned, that the lesser may be blessed of the
greater. Were this so, then the people would
willingly repose their dearest interests to the
trusts of their rulers or leaders, and with a
feeling of pleasure bow to and carry out to
the letter their instructions and conclusions
on all matters that pertained to the general
good. This will apply to great kingdoms
and mighty nations, to small companies of
immigrants crossing the plains, or to the
home circle. A Republican Government in
the hands of a wicked people must termi-
nate in woe to that people, but in the hands
of the righteous it is everlasting, while its
power reaches to heaven.

I had the pleasure of leading the 
first company of Saints to these
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