
valleys, assisted by a few of my brethren. 
In this business we have had a good experi-
ence.

I will here take the liberty of relating a 
little of my first career in “Mormonism.” 
In 1834, brother Joseph Smith the 
Prophet, started with a company from 
the State of Ohio, picking up others as he 
passed through various States on his route 
until he arrived in Missouri. We had grum-
blers in that camp. We had to be troubled 
with uneasy, unruly and discontented 
spirits. This was the first time we had ever 
traveled in the capacity of a large company, 
and it was my first experience in that mode 
of traveling. Brother Joseph led, counseled 
and guided the company, and contended 
against those unruly, evil disposed persons. 
When we arrived in Missouri, the Lord 
spoke to his servant Joseph and said, “I 
have accepted your offering,” and we had 
the privilege to return again. On my return 
many friends asked me what profit there 
was in calling men from their labor to go 
up to Missouri and then return, without 
apparently accomplishing anything. “Who 
has it benefited?” asked they. “If the Lord 
did command it to be done, what object 
had he in view in doing so?” I was then 
comparatively ignorant, to what I am now, 
in regard to the spirits and actions of man-
kind. But I then learned that those persons 
who asked me such questions were weak in 
the faith and, like a faulty column in an 
edifice, could not bear up under the bur-
den designed to rest upon them. This has 
since proved to be the case. I wish this fact 
to sink into your hearts, that when men 
or women have doubts, they also have 
fear; and when they have fear, they are in 
danger of what? Of themselves. Want of 
confidence is the parent of moral imbecil-
ity and intellectual weakness. Hear it, ye 
Saints, that man or woman that is crowned

with crowns of glory, immortality, and 
eternal lives will never be heard to grumble 
or complain. I told those brethren that I 
was well paid—paid with heavy interest—
yea that my measure was filled to overflow-
ing with the knowledge that I had received 
by traveling with the Prophet. When com-
panies are led across the plains by inexpe-
rienced persons, especially independent 
companies, they are very apt to break into 
pieces, to divide up into fragments, become 
weakened, and thus expose themselves to 
the influences of death and destruction.

I sometimes think that I would be will-
ing to give anything, to do almost anything 
in reason, to see one fully organized Branch 
of this kingdom—one fully organized 
Ward. “But,” says one, “I had supposed 
that the kingdom of God was organized 
long ago.” So it is, in one sense; and again, 
in another sense it is not. Wheresoever 
this Gospel has been preached and people 
have received it, the spiritual kingdom is 
set up and organized, but is Zion orga-
nized? No. Is there even in this Territory a 
fully organized Ward? Not one. It may be 
asked, “Why do you not fully organize the 
Church?” Because the people are incapable 
of being organized. I could organize a large 
Ward who would be subject to a full orga-
nization, by selecting families from the dif-
ferent Wards, but at present such a Branch 
of the Church is not in existence.

I am satisfied that the mechanical abil-
ity of the people of this Territory will rank 
with that of any other people, but there is 
not one in five hundred that knows how 
to husband his ability and economize 
his labor when he first comes to this new 
country. They are for a time like a feather 
in the wind, until some circumstance oc-
curs to settle them in some position where 
they can begin to do something to pro-
vide for themselves. It is not easy to find a
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