
“Amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States,” articles nine and ten, it 
is definitely stated that, “The enumera-
tion in the Constitution of certain rights, 
shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.” “The pow-
ers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people.”

We were told this morning that we shall 
not always be driven. Were we driven in 
1857 and 1858? No. And they might have 
traveled up and down Ham’s Fork to this 
day, and we still would have remained here 
enjoying our safe retreat. They had no 
power, and did not exercise any.

I say to the enemies of truth that I can 
tell them the words that are spoken in their 
private counsels. The very thoughts of 
their hearts are made known to me. They 
lay their plans to accomplish such and such 
a work in so long a time, and then plan 
a movement to destroy the “Mormons.” 
That is what they talk about and what is in 
their hearts, but they will be disappointed 
in it all. Every time they make a move-
ment against this kingdom they will sink 
still lower in the scale of national power, 
while the kingdom of God will rise more 
and more in influence and importance in 
the eyes of all people.

If any of you are afraid, think not that 
you can escape danger by fleeing to the 
States east, or west to California, “For it 
shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from 
the noise of fear shall fall into the pit; and 
he that cometh up out of the midst of the 
pit shall be taken in the snare.” Again, 
“The fear of man bringeth a snare: but 
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be  
safe.”

The valleys of Utah are the safest 
p laces  in  the  wor ld .  There  i s  not

another place upon this globe where a 
people can with more safety assert their 
rights before the heavens and in the face 
of all men. Look at those ranges of rocky 
peaks with which we are surrounded, for 
“He that walketh righteously, and speak
eth uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of 
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding bribes, that stoppeth his ears from 
hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes 
from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: 
his place of defense shall be the munitions 
of rocks: bread shall be given him; his wa-
ters shall be sure.” “And it shall come to 
pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established in the 
top of the mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations shall flow 
unto it.” “The noise of a multitude in the 
mountains, like as of a great people; a tu-
multuous noise of the kingdoms of nations 
gathered together: the Lord of hosts mus-
tereth the host of the battle.” Therefore, O 
Israel, fear not. If any are afraid, search out 
among the caves of the impregnable rocks 
safe places to store up grain and other 
nutritious substances, and when trouble 
comes you can retire and crawl into your 
hiding places, while the more courageous 
of your brethren shall fight your battles, 
and we will whip your enemies soundly, 
God being our helper.

When I think of the weakness and little-
ness of men, and the folly of their trying 
to thwart the purposes of the Almighty, it 
makes me feel like the Prophet Elijah—
“For it came to pass at noon, that Elijah 
mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he 
is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursu-
ing, or he is on a journey, or peradventure 
he sleepeth and must be awaked.” I laugh 
at their folly; God laughs at their folly.  
So long as the Latter-day Saints will live
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