
the blessings he has showered out upon us.
This is not the case with all; I believe the
great majority of this people feel it in their
hearts to do right, to keep the command-
ments of God and to yield obedience to his
laws, and to magnify their high callings
and help to build up his kingdom on the
earth. This is the feeling and desire of the
great majority of this people; and probably
as others learn more and comprehend
more, they will feel a stronger desire to
walk in accordance with the command-
ments of God and fulfil all his behests.

If we could see and feel our position we
should feel, when men surround us with
their temptations, and tell us of privi-
leges—we should feel something like a
man that was building the Temple in for-
mer days, he said, “I am doing a great
work, hinder me not: why should I come
down?” If we as Elders, as Saints of the
Most High, could comprehend the respon-
sibilities that rest upon us, and the obliga-
tions that rest upon us, we should feel
when these little things come in our way,
and we should say, “Get thee behind me
Satan.” We should feel as this man said, “I
am doing a great work, and I, myself, and
my family and all my interests, and in fact
everything that I have are bound up in the
kingdom of God. I am a servant of the
Great Jehovah; God is my father, he has es-
tablished his kingdom upon the earth. I am
one of his servants, one of his Elders, and I
am trying to help to build up his kingdom,
and to introduce a reign of righteousness, to
roll back the dark cloud that has overspread
the world, and to do something that will
tend to roll forth the Redeemer’s kingdom,
and therefore I cannot condescend to the
worldly vanity that I see around me.” This
would be the feeling of all the Elders and of
all Saints, if they felt right and realized their
true positions and responsibilities, and they

would feel, moreover, a good deal as all
good men feel who know themselves and
feel correctly their calling. They would like-
wise feel, that if men for generations past
have been erring and going astray for want
of the knowledge of the laws of God, and
that if God called out men to carry the
message of life and salvation to this genera-
tion, that they would go and try, if they
died while trying, and thus enable
mankind to approach God and to conduct
themselves aright; and also teach their fam-
ilies the first principles of true government,
that, peradventure, with the united efforts
and cooperations of the Priesthood and the
members of the Church and kingdom of
God upon the earth, they might be able to
introduce a reign of righteousness into the
world. This would be the feeling that
would exist. It is just as some men are over
a picayune. Don’t you know how men will
twist and pick and cringe to get hold of a
dollar or two? If men would be as valiant in
trying to pray to God to give them wisdom
and power to control themselves and their
thoughts and passions, then in all their
business transactions, they would feel that
they know themselves to be accepted of the
Almighty. They would feel and know that
they had ears to hear and hearts to under-
stand and comprehend the mind and will
of God; they would then feel ten thousand
times more interest in the kingdom and to
work for the spread of true and holy
principles, and in all things pertaining to
the great work in which they are engaged,
than in those little temporal matters. Yet,
notwithstanding all our experience, 
how anxious we are about the one and 
how careless about the other; yet our 
father is merciful and remembers that we
are but poor, weak, erring creatures. He
knows the things that are transpiring, and
he comprehends all our faults and infirm-
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