
next thing is, another neighbor who is reli-
gious also, but perhaps a little later in his
devotions, is aroused by the report, “your
cattle are all in the astray pound and there
is $50 damage against them.” “The Devil
they are, who put them there?” Why
brother—; his feelings of reverence and de-
votion having been badly shaken by this re-
port, he rises from his prayerful mood in a
rage and uses very violent language; and,
suffice it to say, that much trouble is caused
by men not having a good fence, and it is
exceedingly doubtful whether many men
can preserve an even temper of mind under
such circumstances. Now, all this was the
result of ignorance. If that Presidency had
known their duties they would never have
closed a meeting without asking the Bishop
if he had anything to say, or any business
to attend to; it was a matter of courtesy
and of duty also; and instead of pulling
against each other they should have united
and all pulled together for the accomplish-
ment of the same object. For this reason we
have had to organize several Branches with
a Bishop and his counselors only, and, as I
express it sometimes in the settlements
where I visit, we have had to use a wheel-
barrow instead of a six horse coach. The
Bishop must do this, that, and the other, in
fact everything. He must preach, collect
the Tithing; for if we set another man to
assist him, men are so ignorant, they have
learned so little that they will immediately
start up and strive for the mastery, and
hence contentions have risen among the
brethren acting in the capacity of Bishops
and Presidents.

In most of the settlements there have
been quorums of High Priests organized,
and they call meetings and watch over each
other, blow the coal and keep the fire alive
within each other’s bosoms, and see if they
can keep one another wide awake. The

same thing has occurred in reference to the
Seventies, and the organizations are very
numerous. Well, the question arises have
these Quorums a right to call meetings at
the same time the President has called a
public meeting of the whole Branch? Here
comes a question of jurisdiction. For in-
stance, when half of the males in a Branch
are Seventies, the President of the Mass
Quorum notifies that they are to have a
meeting at 10 or 11 o’clock, the very hour
that the President of the Branch has his
meeting. Has the President of the Seventies
a right to do this? No, he has not; it is a
discourtesy. Every Quorum should so
arrange its appointments that there will be
no difficulty, no necessity for any law to
regulate the matter, but that of common
decency and common manhood, and it
does seem that a man with less than half a
share of discernment could see that while
the meeting called by the President is going
on all the Branch ought to be there, and
therefore that there should be no other
meeting held at the same time.

Brethren, we should so arrange our ap-
pointments when our High Priests and
whatever other Quorums meet, as not to
conflict, and in this way have and show our
respect to the President of the Branch.
Have our meetings of course, but submit
to the President of the Branch as the first to
be attended to, and then have our other
meetings subordinate in point of time.

Well, now, almost any man in the
world would say that a man is a fool that
would raise such a question, but men that
have been ordained Elders, High Priests,
and Seventies are just such teachers, for
when, for the time that they should be
teachers, they have need to be taught, for
they seem to operate like children and
pull against each other; they labor to de-
fine each others duties, to mark out
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