
become necessary to dissolve the High 
Council altogether. The fact is, that every 
High Council should have enough of the 
Spirit of the Lord with them to investi-
gate every case, so that when the decision 
is given, it will be the decision of Heaven. 
Instead of this, little petty disputes arise 
among the brethren, and two or three 
members of the Council, perhaps, would 
have their minds made up beforehand 
what they would do. There is one thing I 
have noticed in regard to High Councils; 
the organization is well understood. One 
portion of the Council takes the side of 
justice and investigates the facts in the 
case, presenting them as they should be 
presented by an honest attorney; then the 
other portion of the Council brings up the 
defense and shows what the side of mercy 
is, in an unprejudiced manner. After the 
Council have investigated the subject be-
fore them thoroughly, the case is submitted 
by both complainant and defendant. There 
have been cases where men have tried to 
drag in attorneys to plead their cause be-
fore these councils, and in some instances, 
it has been permitted. If this kind of prac-
tice were allowed, and pettyfogging, con-
triving lawyers allowed to practice before 
the High Councils, the organization of 
heaven would soon be superseded alto-
gether. I wish to see all High Councilors 
magnify their own callings. I do not know 
that I would carry out this rule strictly my-
self, but I believe that, if I were a judge, 
and a lawyer were to come before me and 
assert an absolute lie, and I should find it 
out, I never would allow him to plead in 
my presence again; I should set him down 
as a lawyer not of good moral character, 
and not legally entitled to be a member of 
the bar. It appears that I have got off from 
religion to law, still I believe that how- 
ever a man may try to pour on the oil and

soft soap, the decision of the High Council 
will be according to the principles of equi-
ty. If there is to be an investigation before 
a council of this kind, it is the duty of that 
body of men to strive to learn the truth for 
the sake of doing justice to both parties; 
and if a man for the sake of a fee, for the 
sake of gain, if bound and will come into 
court or council, and state a lie, he has no 
business there, and I am sorry to believe, 
if this principle was tried, it would pinch 
some of our brethren who have dabbled 
in the law. (President B. Young: I wish it 
would pinch them to death.)

I believe that there never was a more 
correct organization of a court on earth 
than our High Councils, for these men 
go to work and investigate a case, hear the 
testimony pro and con, the Councilors for 
each party litigant present the case, it is 
submitted to the President who sums up, 
gives his decision and calls on the Council 
to sanction it by their vote, and if they are 
not united, they have to go to work and try 
the case over again in order that they may 
ascertain more perfectly the facts in the 
case and be united in their decision. Why, 
all the courts in the world are boobies com-
pared to it. It is an organization that shows 
its own authenticity and divine origin.

Perhaps it is not well for me to fur-
ther describe the operation of the High 
Council, but I will take the liberty of say-
ing that men occupying this high position 
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints should constantly cultivate the prin-
ciple of justice and study to know what is 
right and what is wrong, always keeping 
within them the Spirit of the Almighty. 
If they have got prejudices against any-
body, they should do as the President 
said yesterday. And so long as a man  
acts upon this principle upon which Presi-
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