
Brethren and sisters, being invited to ad-
dress you, I cheerfully arise to make a few
remarks, for I truly feel thankful for the
privilege I enjoy of speaking to you this
morning. Be patient, my friends, I will
start on as high a key as I can so as not to
break down. I feel thankful for the oppor-
tunity of meeting with the Saints in Gen-
eral Conference, and of mingling my testi-
mony with this vast number of Saints in
endeavoring to advance the interests of the
kingdom of God, according to the intelli-
gence I possess; and I feel truly thankful to
the Lord for the experience I have had. I do
not know that I can feel thankful for all the
experience I have had, but suffice it to say
that I am spared by our heavenly Father.

I do not at present know what I shall se-
lect for the foundation of my remarks.
Sometimes I take my text from the spelling
book, sometimes from the Bible, also from
the Book of Mormon, and from the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, besides an-
other Book which seems to be above all
other books—the Book of Nature; one
page above and the other beneath. There
we behold the finger of God; it is plain and
legible to every heart that is inspired of the
Almighty, that is filled with the love of
God, and burning with the light of truth.

On this occasion there is a scrip-
ture that occurs to my mind, where 
our Savior in his parables puts forth

a sentiment like this, “Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a
field; the which when a man hath found,
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that
field.”—Matt. xiii., 44. The Savior taught
a great deal in parables, and the servants of
God in these days teach by parables and
comparisons in order that we may under-
stand the more clearly, and that we may
take a larger view of things than we should
or could from the plain, simple statement
of facts in common language.

Now, brethren and sisters, we are all seek-
ing the kingdom of our God, we are seeking
to become heirs of that kingdom, to be law-
ful and loyal subjects of the same. With this
a question arises, whether we shall attain to a
place in that kingdom at any less cost than
did those I have quoted the Scripture about
in your hearing. The man purchased the
field and hid his treasure there. He went
silently, lest, if he made a great bluster, some
other individual might go and steal the
march upon him and purchase the field of
treasure, then the bargain would have been
complete; but no, he was wide awake, and
sold all that he had and purchased that field,
for he was determined to have that treasure.
It took all that he had to purchase it, but the
treasure concealed there was far beyond the
cost of purchase in value, and in purchasing
it he knew that it would increase in time
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