
the most trying times the Church ever saw.
Most of the Twelve went into speculation,
and half of them turned away. I went to
Joseph and asked what I had best do, and
he replied that it was a good time to get an
education, or, said he, you may go a
preaching, just as you please, and God will
bless you in either. I went out preaching,
and also some others and some went to
speculating, and we have never seen them
since, excepting one or two of them. It was
so with the ancient Apostles. When Jesus
was crucified his disciples said, “Come,
brethren, let us go a fishing,” and off they
went fishing. But they did not make much
till Jesus came along by the seaside, made a
fire and broiled some fish, and when he
asked them if they had any meat, they an-
swered him, No. Then he said unto them,
cast the net on the right side of the ship,
and ye shall find.

In regard to this work, I know that it will
roll on, and the kingdom will be built up,
the elect gathered, and the chosen ones go
back to the Center Stake of Zion. There are
a great many that are remaining in the States
till we go back, but I can tell them they will
have to come here, for this is the only way
there is for the true Saints to get to Jackson
County, and they will find it out to be so in
due time. Let us serve God, brethren and sis-
ters, with all our hearts, minds, might, souls,
and strength, and all will go well and we
shall triumph. As it was anciently, so it is in
this age, the Saints must come to the moun-
tains, the depot of the kingdom of God to

get their blessings and prepare them for the
future glory of Zion.

Let us take that course which will make
us independent of all other people upon
the earth; I know that this is the course for
us to take all the time. Then we should put
our minds together, and our mites also, to
build up the kingdom of God; and if we
will do this, being of one spirit, we shall
prosper in all things. I know of no other
way for us to become of one heart and one
mind in regard to the things of the king-
dom of God. By pursuing this course we
shall increase in the knowledge of the
truth, and ere long the angels will come to
visit us, and Father will talk to us in rela-
tion to his purposes and the introduction
of his government. Let us endeavor to at-
tain these blessings, for they are ours
through faithfulness and diligence in well-
doing.

No good man wishes to force anybody
into heaven, but it is for every one of us to
strive and labor in righteousness to secure
an interest there for ourselves. The righ-
teous have no reason to fear, though all the
combined powers of the wicked, visible
and invisible, be arrayed against them;
faithfulness will preserve them.

Brethren and sisters, we should all be
like clay in the hands of the potter, and I
want the people to learn that we shall all be
rewarded according to the amount of our
works, just as the potter is paid for his
labors, in proportion to what he does.

God bless this people forever. Amen.
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