
thou art an hard man, reaping where thou
hast not sown, and gathering where thou
hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo,
there thou hast that is thine. His Lord an-
swered and said unto him, Thou wicked
and slothful servant, thou knewest that I
reap where I sowed not, and gather where
I had not strawed: Thou oughtest therefore
to have put my money to the exchangers,
and then at my coming I should have re-
ceived mine own with usury. Take therefore
the talent from him, and give it unto him
which hath ten talents. For unto every one
that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance: but from him that hath not
shall be taken away even that which he
hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”—Matthew xxv,
24—30. Or will you be like the man who
was found in the assembly without the
wedding garments, and unto whom it was
said, “Friend, how camest thou here?”
What argument did he make, and what
had he to say for himself? He was dumb.
Remember then, I say, that it is the Judge
of all the earth that parcels out the evi-
dences of his divine interposition unto
man, not according to man’s traditions but
according to that wisdom which is in the
bosom of the Eternal, knowing just the cal-
iber of men and what it will require to turn
the scale of reason and to penetrate the soul
of every individual. It is for High Heaven
to do this, and the Lord Almighty will not
judge according to our desires, but he will
judge according to the amount of evidence
that he himself is pleased to give to each
person.

A few remarks upon this subject, brethren
and sisters, may not be amiss at the present
time. I have noticed the providences that
have attended this people from their origin

in the year 1830, and I have noticed this,
that a prejudice has been indulged in, by
those who did not choose to embrace the
Gospel, against the people of the Saints.
There has ever been a kind of feeling in-
dulged in by the world that the Saints were
going to do something very bad, some-
thing dreadful; but what have they done up
to the present time? The reply is, Why re-
ally nothing that we can establish against
them. This is the view that has been taken
of the Saints by those who knew us not,
but the very course that we are now taking
has been the course that has thwarted the
wicked in their every design. The way their
sails are new set indicates that they design
some evil, some mischief, and they have
said within themselves, Let us forestall the
pending difficulty and remove the danger
before we encounter it. This has been the
feeling of the world, so far as my acquain-
tance extends in connection with the
progress of events and advancement of this
people. Storms have been drawn around us
repeatedly, and caused us to be broken up
and expelled from the land where we had
made our homes; not that we had done
anything, but because the wicked foolishly
believed that we were going to do some-
thing that was dangerous and desperate.

Now all the world is against us, and the
learning of this world has ever been opposed
to the righteousness of God. In the begin-
ning of this work those that were sent to ad-
vocate the Gospel were unlearned; as a gen-
eral thing they were unskilled in the ways of
the world. Uncultivated and untutored boys
were sent forth to proclaim the words of life,
and what was the simple message they were
sent to bear? Repent, for the hour of the vis-
itation of Jehovah is at hand, repent and em-
brace the Gospel. It did not require much
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