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menced his studies, for he can discover
fields of learning which before he could not
conceive of, and so it is with the works of
Jehovah; there is always a field in which the
Almighty can display his power and his
goodness, and it is enlarging all the time.

Brethren and sisters, I do not feel disposed
on this cold morning to detain you any great
length of time, but suffice it to say that I 
am glad of the opportunity of meeting 
with you, and I feel in my heart to say God

bless the Saints—Heaven’s blessing be with
them. This is my desire, it is my earnest
prayer, and if we can so live as to be with-
out spot, and blameless in the day of the
coming of the Lord Jesus it will amply
compensate for all our toils, all our priva-
tions, and for all our labors of love in the
kingdom of God.

That this may be the case with us, is my
earnest and sincere prayer, in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

I do not know that it is necessary for me
to tell you that I am glad to be here. If you
have but a little of the feeling that influences
me, you know very well that I am glad to be
here. I am not glad to be here because my
mission is ended, for such I do not consider
to be the case at all. We often say we have
been on a mission, and have fulfilled a mis-
sion, and have returned as though that
something had been completed and accom-
plished. I have been on a mission, but I
have not come from a mission, or from that
mission. I have been on a mission; I have
come home on a mission; I am still on a
mission. The obligations of that mission, I
feel, are not ceasing, not becoming less,

but they increase from day to day and from
year to year with the increase of knowledge
and understanding and the apprehension of
the principles of truth. I am here today for
the same purpose, for the prosecution of the
same labor that I have been in, in every place
that I have occupied as a minister of the
truth since I first became acquainted with its
principles, and by such acquaintance I be-
came connected with the Work of God.

My text is furnished me in the people
that are before me today. Who could 
look upon this assembly and be so dull, so
stupid that the inquiry would not arise in
his mind, What are we here for? Why all
this gathering together of this mixed

THE OBJECT OF GATHERING—THE HAPPY EFFECTS OF
OBEDIENCE TO THE GOSPEL—THE MEANS BY WHICH THE
KINGDOM OF GOD IS TO BE ESTABLISHED ON THE EARTH

DISCOURSE BY ELDER AMASA M. LYMAN, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, 

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  OCTOBER 7,  1862

Repor ted by G.  D.  Watt

z


