
multitude of people; people from so many
nations; people of different tongues, of dif-
ferent customs, different traditions and no-
tions, yet having one and the same feeling
in reference to a few of the details that
make up the great aggregate of life’s ac-
tions? For what purpose have we been
gathered together from distant nations?
Some may have thought that our gathering
here was only for the sake of being to-
gether, for the sake of creating a multitudi-
nous community. The multitude we see as-
sembled here today are here because the
kingdom of God is to be built up; for if the
kingdom of God is to be built up, there
must be people to constitute it; there must
be a people to be ruled, or the rulers would
have nothing over which to rule. If the
mere assembling of the people together
constitutes the kingdom of God now, why
has it not constituted the kingdom of God
at other times? People have assembled to-
gether before; communities have existed
before, yet the existence of such communi-
ties has not and does not now constitute
them the kingdom of God. One reason
why the gathering together of the people
does not constitute the kingdom of God is,
that the mere gathering of the people is not
particularly an intellectual operation, it
does not of itself particularly inform the
judgment or enlighten the mind in refer-
ence to God, and man’s relationship to
God and his purposes.

We commenced our labors with you in
lands far distant from this we preached the
Gospel to you; listening to that, and receiv-
ing the testimony of the servants of God
and following the course that was indicated
by them, you have become changed in
your circumstances and locality. You were
located in other parts of the globe and 
were citizens of other nations, but now you
are here located in the peaceful vales of

Utah. It is now time for the gathered Saints
to begin to learn still more, if they have not
already begun to do so; and if they have
begun to learn, to continue to learn some-
thing of the reason why they are gathered
together, that they may be able to discover
the true relationship between the actions
they perform, the labors, duties and serv-
ices that are required of them, and the de-
velopment, increase and growth into
strength and power of the kingdom of God
on the earth. When we talk about the king-
dom of God our thoughts are apt to travel
away from scenes of earth, as though it
were a matter of the ideas alone and not
connected with our earthly operations,
labors, duties and services.

There is no action in life, no labor that
we perform, no relationship that we sustain
to God and one another, but what should
be connected directly with the develop-
ment of the kingdom of God. Says one—
“We must become perfect and holy; we
must become Godlike; we must become
like the angels or like the spirits of the just
who dwell with God.” This is true; but
where is that transformation, that change
in our condition, feelings and circum-
stances to be wrought out—in heaven or
on earth, at home or abroad? Where is the
school in which we are to be taught the
plain, simple, unvarnished administrations
of truth in a way to bring it within the
range of our feeble comprehension of truth
that we may understand it? Are we to learn
it in any one place to the exclusion of all
others? No. Are we to learn God and truth
where we live? Yes. If not, where in Heaven’s
name do you expect to learn of him? Do
you live in heaven with God and his angels?
No; you live here on the earth, here in Utah
among the rugged mountains that are
around us. All you know you know here,
and all you can learn you must learn here
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