
while you are here. To acquire a knowl-
edge of God is eternal life. That appears 
to many to be a great something. I say 
something, because people know nothing 
of God. Where are you going to obtain a 
knowledge of God.

People talk about going to heaven, but 
when we find ourselves in heaven we shall 
find that we have reached it, without go-
ing to it. Heaven is a development of in-
ternal powers and external changes. We 
learn to know God now as human beings, 
influenced by the effects of sin and folly, 
degraded and surrounded with darkness, 
misery and wretchedness. Shall we wait un-
til these are put off before we can learn of 
God and get to know that which will con-
stitute in us that knowledge which is eter-
nal life? No. We came here to the valleys of 
Utah in obedience to the requirements of 
the Gospel, simply that we might here con-
tinue to be taught. We came to this distant 
region to learn of God. How? By, in the 
first place, learning ourselves. Can we know 
God in this way? Yes; we can know him in 
no other way. We cannot go to where he is, 
to be taught of him personally and to asso-
ciate with him. What have we in this world 
that gives a truthful indication of his char-
acter to the mind that is open to the light 
of truth? We have ourselves been made in 
the image of God. Then it is essentially 
necessary that we should learn ourselves 
as an all-important step to the knowledge 
of God. We must learn to correct our lives 
and our actions; we must learn to govern 
ourselves and sanctify our affections, that 
we may be prepared to hold communion 
with heavenly intelligences.

The kingdom of God is established now 
for the development and increase of its prin
ciples within us, to reflect light on the dark-
ness that surrounds us and reveal to our un-
derstanding the true relationship we sustain to

God, and the reason why the requirements 
of the Gospel are laid upon us and why we 
can be saved by listening to them, and why 
we are not saved if we refuse to listen to 
them.

When the sound of the Gospel first 
reached me, I used to have this childish idea, 
that if I ever knew the truth it must be be-
cause the heavens would be opened for me 
to gaze upon the glory that is within the veil, 
and this would be the only assurance I could 
receive that the Gospel is true. I lived under 
the influence of this idea until I passed mea-
surably from the condition of childhood, 
of hearing as a child and understanding as 
a child. When I began to approximate to-
wards a riper condition of mind, I became 
satisfied that it was not by merely looking 
at something that the mind became enlight-
ened; that it was not by merely guessing at 
something that is incomprehensible that 
knowledge is developed in the soul. I learned 
that the Gospel was true in a very simple 
way. The Gospel required me to pursue an 
upright, just, virtuous, honest course of life 
with all the world around me and to live at 
peace with all men. I commenced living in 
the world without quarreling with anybody; 
I followed the dictation of the Gospel and 
its requirements, and it has saved me from  
war, contention, and strife with my fel-
low man, from quarreling with my family,  
with my brethren, with my friends and  
with my neighbors. In this way I found  
out that so much of the Gospel was true, 
and I did not have to go to heaven to find 
this out neither. This is the way I want you 
to begin to learn God, and the consequences 
will be peace and the joy that springs from 
peace. Then heaven will be in the home 
where you dwell, in the land and country 
where you live, in your associations with 
your friends and neighbors and kindred 
in all life’s varied relations. Another conse-
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