
ingly allow ourselves to be carried away by
its influence from a course of propriety and
right, and we do wrong and say wrong
things. Let rising anger be suppressed; let
the place where it had its incipient being
become its grave. Never let the mouth utter
the word that should not be spoken. This
counsel is just as applicable to myself as it
is to you. I have learned long since that I
was not called to preach the Gospel be-
cause I had no improvement to make on
myself, or because I could not become any
better. I have come to the conclusion that
the more I talk about the right and the less
I talk about the wrong, and the more I be-
come occupied with the right the less dan-
ger I shall be in of becoming occupied by
the wrong. This is good for me, and, being
good for me, I recommend it to the Saints.
I want them to live peaceably and quietly
with one another and learn to do the little
things in life’s duty right. That we may
learn to do this, it is necessary that we
should control our passions, for if we do
not control them they will control us, and
under such control we do wrong. When we
control ourselves, the result is equanimity
of feeling such as is necessary to the exer-
cise of an enlightened judgment, if such
judgment exists within us. Cannot God
help us? It altogether depends upon
whether we are disposed to help ourselves
or not. God will help and bless us when we
pursue the course that is acceptable to him.
If we strive to subdue stormy passions
within us, he will assist us in the good
work until the Spirit of God is not merely a
casual visitor, but a constant dweller within
us to increase our store of knowledge, ex-
tend our views and make our conceptions
of God and truth more as they should be.
Let us live in this way and we shall speak
kindly of one another and be more charita-
ble to all men.

The result of our education is differences
of feeling and differences in our way of life;
we have brought these differences with us
from our distant homes. We have brought
with us to Utah more or less of the old no-
tions that have grown with our growth and
strengthened with our strength; throughout
our lives their influence has been upon us.
So far as these are in opposition to the truth
and the right, they must be overcome, for
as we learn the truth we must exchange our
incorrect notions for notions that are cor-
rect in reference to living with one another
and in reference to our general conduct in
life. It is not some service we have to per-
form at some remote place from where we
are now living that will benefit us, but it is
how we deport ourselves here towards one
another and towards God; how we shall
make our farms, cultivate our grounds, and
how to use that which we have been blessed
with as faithful stewards of the manifold
mercies of God. We have much yet to learn;
the improvements we have not yet made are
all to be made, whether they relate to the
cultivation of our fields and gardens or to
the cultivation of our minds; it is our duty
to garnish and embellish them and make
them beautiful and lovely as the residence
and heritage of intellectual men and
women. This will bring into existence God’s
temporal kingdom on the earth; then the
sanctified and holy and acceptable of his
children will dwell in palaces, will be sur-
rounded with wealth, and there will be no
desire of their hearts but what may be satis-
fied. There will be a fountain opened to
them where they may satisfy their thirst,
however intense it may be for ought that is
good, great and ennobling.

Learn, sisters, when you teach 
the truth to your children who prattle
around your knee, and are trying to 
cultivate a love of it in them, that
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