
We read of men who have been trans-
lated, but they must pass through a change
which is equal to death, for it is appointed
that all men shall die, and after that
cometh the judgment. These things are not
new to you, but it is well to speak of them
that we may constantly be reminded that
we shall live forever in some state. If this
were not so, then immortality would be as
an idle tale, and utter annihilation must
follow the dissolution of this body. By ob-
serving strictly the precepts of the Gospel,
we can learn how to live forever, and how
to receive our tabernacles again in the
morning of the first resurrection, to dwell
on this earth forever. To attain the posses-
sion of these blessings, we must live worthy
of them.

There is no sin more heinous in the sight
of God than the sin of ingratitude. All be-
ings that pertain to this earth, whether visi-
ble or invisible, draw their sustenance from
it. The heavens and the earth associate to-
gether and minister one to the other. If the
earthly is separated from the heavenly, or
the temporal from the spiritual, then is the
earthly or the temporal dead; the one is
necessary to the other for a fulness of joy
and an endless duration. The earth abideth
the law by which it was made; if it could
break that law it would have to receive
damnation. If we violate the law by which
we were made, then we forfeit our title to
exaltation and eternal lives. The earth is the
mother of us all, and from its bosom we are
fed, and receive our growth and strength as
an infant receives its nourishment from the
maternal breast. I want us to obtain power
to dedicate and consecrate the earth unto
God, that his Spirit may continue upon it
forever; that by this means the earthly may
partake of the attributes of the heavenly,
and become sanctified and prepared to
enter the presence of God.

It is often said here that this people are
blessed above all other people; this is truly
so. We are in the mountains; we did not
come here of our own accord, but we came
by the will of the Father. We are in the tops
of the mountains where the prophet said
the people of God would be in the last
days. “And it shall come to pass in the last
days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established in the tops of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.”
The ancient prophets have joy in seeing the
fulfilment of the words they spoke when
they were upon the earth. Jesus spake a
parable to the Pharisees and Scribes, say-
ing—“What man of you having an hun-
dred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth
not leave the ninety and nine and goeth
into the mountains and seeketh that which
is gone astray? And when he cometh home,
he calleth together his friends and neigh-
bors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me;
for I have found my sheep which was lost.
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just per-
sons, which need no repentance.” We are
here at home in the tops of the mountains;
and there was joy in heaven when we em-
braced the truth and were gathered into
this safe fold. The sheep that are still scat-
tered need our aid and pity. Those that are
at home, many of them, think they ought
to be pitied now more than anybody else,
when there are thousands still wandering
from the true fold. We shall be the saviors
of men sooner or later if we are faithful,
and shall have power to redeem and save
mankind through the atonement made by
Jesus Christ.

Why should those who are in the
house, well fed and clad, be jealous 
and envious of a poor sheep I may
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