
are gathered against thee, that say, Let her
be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.
But they know not the thoughts of the
Lord, neither understand they his counsel:
for he shall gather them as the sheaves into
the floor. Arise and thresh, O daughter of
Zion, &c.” God rules in the armies of
Heaven and does his pleasure upon the
earth, and no man can help it. Who can
stay the hand of Jehovah, or turn aside the
providences of the Almighty? I say to all
men and all women, submit to God, to his
ordinances and to His rule; serve Him, and
cease your quarrelling, and stay the shed-
ding of each other’s blood.

If the Government of the United States,
in Congress assembled, had the right to
pass an anti-polygamy bill, they had also
the right to pass a law that slaves should
not be abused as they have been; they had
also a right to make a law that negroes
should be used like human beings, and not
worse than dumb brutes. For their abuse of
that race, the whites will be cursed, unless
they repent.

I am neither an abolitionist nor a pro-
slavery man. If I could have been influ-
enced by private injury to choose one side
in preference to the other, I should cer-
tainly be against the pro-slavery side of the
question, for it was pro-slavery men that
pointed the bayonet at me and my
brethren in Missouri, and said, “Damn you
we will kill you.” I have not much love for
them, only in the Gospel. I would cause
them to repent, if I could, and make them
good men and a good community. I have
no fellowship for their avarice, blindness,
and ungodly actions. To be great, is to be
good before the Heavens and before all
good men. I will not fellowship the wicked
in their sins, so help me God.

Joseph Smith, in forty-seven pro-
secutions was never proven guilty of

one violation of the laws of his country.
They accused him of treason, because he
would not fellowship their wickedness.
Suppose the land should be cleansed from
its filthiness and the law of God should
predominate, if a man or woman should be
found who had corrupted themselves and
thereby become diseased, that man or
woman would be placed by themselves, as
the lepers were anciently, never more to
commune with the human family. Purify
your flesh and blood, your spirits, your
habitations, and your country, and then
you will be pure before God. This change
has got to be before this earth will be taken
back into a celestial atmosphere.

Find fault with me because I have wives!
They would corrupt every wife I have, if
they had the power; and then they cry to
the government, “You had better do some-
thing with the Mormons; they are deceit-
ful and disloyal!!” I am disloyal to their sins
and filthiness. Cleanse your hearts and the
whole person, and make yourselves as pure
as the angels, and then I will fellowship
you.

I say to every man and woman in this
community, suffer not your affections to
wander after that which is unholy; do not
lust after gold, nor the things of this world.
Sanctify yourselves before your God and
before one another, until you are pure out-
side and in and all around you, and see that
you faithfully perform every duty.

Now, as we are accused of secession, my
counsel to this congregation is to secede,
what from? From the Constitution of the
United States? No. From the institutions of
our country? No. Well then, what from?
From sin and the practice thereof. That is
my counsel to this congregation and to the
whole world.

May God bless everybody that wishes
well to his kingdom on the earth. Amen.
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