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intend to continue in well doing that I may
ever have the Spirit of the Lord to guide
me aright. If, by my labors, I can make
others feel as well as I feel myself, it is the
joy of my heart, it is that for which I labor
and toil. I feel at many times that I would
rather sit down and muse in silence than to
speak.

When I think of our friends in the east I
feel sorrowful; their condition is deplorable. I
have no enmity towards anyone, but my gen-
eral feeling is, Heaven bless the Saints and

may Heaven destroy every influence that is
arraigned against Zion. And the Lord will
do this; and I will prophesy in the name of
the Lord God of Hosts that if we continue
to walk in the light of truth, to labor to
build up Zion, that cup of trembling spo-
ken of by the Prophet Isaiah shall never re-
turn to your lips nor to our habitations,
but we will float along increasing in power
and strength from day to day, continually
rejoicing in the truths of our holy religion.

God bless you all forever: Amen.

“And he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
This is my body which is given for you:
this do in remembrance of me. Likewise
also the cup after supper, saying, This cup
is the new testament of my blood, which is
shed for you.” There is nothing very pecu-
liar in this ordinance, though it is rather a
strange institution when we reflect upon it.
This ceremony has been attended to
throughout generations that are past, and
still it is attended to. Jesus said also, “Do
this until I come again.” Notwithstanding
the great falling off—the great apostasy
since the days of Christ and his Apostles,
this ordinance has generally been adopted

by the Christian churches, so called, how-
ever they may err in many other principles
of faith and doctrine. This ordinance has
been renewed to us, and is part and parcel
of the new covenant God has made with
his people in the latter days. It was prac-
ticed among the ancient Saints who resided
upon this Continent, long before it was
discovered by Columbus, as well as upon
the Continent of Asia among the Saints
that lived there. When we attend to this or-
dinance we do it upon the same principle
that they did anciently, whether among the
Saints of God on the Asiatic Continent 
or among the Saints on the American 
Continent.

REFLECTIONS ON THE SACRAMENT, THE ATONEMENT 
AND THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS

DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, 

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  FEBRUARY 22,  1863

Repor ted by G.  D.  Watt

z


