
would prove a failure, that there was no
country there, but the truth is, that the ele-
ments, including the water, the soil and all
that surround them are actually aching for
the brethren to combine them together and
make them into good cotton and other
choice productions of a mild climate; all
these elements are ready to render aid to
build up Zion.

I consider that we should feel ready and
willing to do anything that may be re-
quired of us, to lend our exertions to estab-
lish the kingdom of God permanently
upon the earth.

When the people first settled in San Pete
Valley some were discouraged, they never
thought that wheat could be produced in
such a country as that; they did not believe
that anything would grow there; the white-
colored soil alarmed them, but it is now
the granary of the mountains. Now, there
has recently been just such a feeling in re-
gard to Washington County, but the past
year’s experience has demonstrated more
fully that most excellent cotton, sugar cane,
grapes, peaches and many other commodi-
ties of life can be successfully raised there
in that desert-looking country.

There are quite a number of men who
have remarked to me that they would will-
ingly go if they were called on. I wish to say to
such brethren that they are called on now, and
I sincerely wish that two hundred brethren
would volunteer today by giving in their
names to me at the Historian’s office. By going
this fall you have all winter to prepare, and

the advantage can be taken of the early
spring season, thus giving the brethren an
excellent opportunity to raise a crop of cot-
ton the first year. By sowing wheat in Oc-
tober tolerable crops can be raised, and by
planting corn early in March two crops can
be raised in one year, or one good crop of
cotton. The fact, in brief, is, that so far as
the country has been tried it has proven a
success, and many of the brethren have said
that the country is a great deal better than
they expected to find it.

I hope all that has been said by the
brethren in reference to the culture of
hemp, flax, indigo, and in fact all that will
tend to build up Zion will be attended to,
for let it be remembered that it is coming
to this necessity of producing for ourselves
or to go without, and the question resolves
itself into the simple proposition, “Clothes
or no clothes.” We must make our own
woolen, flax, hemp, and cotton goods or
we must go naked. We cannot get these ar-
ticles much longer from the States, accord-
ing to the present prospect. The vengeance
of the Almighty is sweeping the land with
the besom of destruction; millions of men
are forsaking their industrial pursuits for
the purpose of destroying each other. Let
us each and all attend to this, that the
beauty of our garments may be the beauty
of the workmanship of our own hands, or
we shall find ourselves without many of the
necessaries of life altogether.

May God bless the people, in the name
of Jesus: Amen.
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