
begin, we will go back to the time when 
this movement first commenced. It would 
seem that a record had been hid up upon 
this continent for generations past. It 
would seem that a people had lived upon 
this continent who were full of the Holy 
Ghost, who had a knowledge of God, who 
possessed revelation, who had Prophets in-
spired by the Spirit of God, as they were 
on the Asiatic continent or in any other 
part of the world. It would seem that these 
Prophets, in common with the Prophets 
on the Asiatic continent and with the men 
of God in former ages, had looked for-
ward to a time that we read of in the Bible, 
called the “Dispensation of the fulness of 
times, when God would gather together 
all things in one, whether they be things in 
the heavens or things upon the earth.”

It would seem that these Prophets had 
recorded these things in this record, that in 
the time of the dispensation of the fulness 
of time, when God should commence his 
great Latter-day Work, that among other 
things men should be taught the laws of 
life and the knowledge of God, and that 
the coming forth of this Work was to be 
the starting point of a great event; one of 
sufficient magnitude to have attracted the 
attention of all the ancient Prophets that 
ever did live; one of sufficient magnitude to 
influence the attention of the Gods in the 
eternal worlds; one of sufficient magnitude 
to cause that a medium of communication 
should be opened between the heavens 
and the earth, that light should again burst 
forth from the heavenly world, that the 
spirit of prophecy and revelation should 
again be unfolded, that an era should be 
inaugurated pregnant with life, light, and 
intelligence unto those that then lived, 
that they might have an opportunity of be-
coming acquainted with God, of knowing  
his laws, purposes and designs, his Gospel,

the principles of eternal truth, the laws of 
life, that men should again be acquainted 
with things that had been, with things that 
were and with things that were to come.

The ancient Prophets of the two conti-
nents foresaw that the issuing forth of that 
record was to be the commencement of the 
Latter-day Work; one said, “Truth shall 
spring out of the earth; and righteousness 
shall look down from heaven.” “The meek 
shall increase their joy in the Lord, and 
the poor among men rejoice in the Holy 
One of Israel.” It is one of those sticks that 
Ezekiel saw should be written upon, even 
the stick of Joseph which should be writ-
ten for Ephraim, and be united with the 
stick of Judah, and become one stick—one 
in prophecy, one in revelation, one in doc-
trine, one in ordinances, one in unfolding 
the purposes and designs of God, and in 
leading mankind to a knowledge of the 
truth, as it was to be introduced in “the 
times of the restitution of all things spoken 
of by all the holy prophets since the world 
began.”

The revealing of these records was to 
be one of the starting points in relation to 
this matter. Then it needed some instru-
ment, some individual, some messenger, 
some communication, because it would be 
impossible without something of this kind 
that these things could transpire. There 
needed some authorized messenger, some 
communion from the Lord to reveal, un-
fold and make these things manifest. To 
talk about the world as it is, and the au-
thority they have to preach the Gospel and 
administer the ordinances and dictate the 
affairs of the kingdom of God, is foolish-
ness to reason upon; but we will merely 
give it a passing notice. Where did the 
different religious sects get their authority 
from? Who ordained them to administer  
in the name of God? Who gave them that
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